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RESOLUTION NO. ______ 1 

 2 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 3 

AND TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A SETTLE-4 

MENT AGREEMENT IN THE MATTER OF CINDY ORTIZ, et al v. CITY 5 

OF LITTLE ROCK, et al; EASTERN DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS CASE NO. 6 

4:24-CV-00246-JM; AND, FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 7 

 8 

 WHEREAS, Cindy Ortiz, as mother and next kin to Z.J.O. (a minor), and as Special Administratrix of 9 

the Estate of Z.J.O. (“Plaintiff”) filed an action in the Eastern District of Arkansas, Central Division (Case 10 

No. 4:24-cv-00246-JM), asserting violations of the Arkansas and U.S. Constitution, negligence, and wrong-11 

ful death against the City of Little Rock and certain individual defendants, and. 12 

 WHEREAS, the parties agreed, subject to board approval, on a settlement on May 22, 2026, and the 13 

Plaintiff issued a letter acknowledging their intent to settle all claims on that date, attached hereto as Exhibit 14 

A; and,  15 

 WHEREAS, the parties have negotiated a Settlement Agreement and Release of All Claims to resolve 16 

all claims in the litigation, inclusive of attorney fees and costs, attached hereto as Exhibit B; and, 17 

 WHEREAS, the Settlement Agreement provides for a total consideration of Twenty-five Thousand 18 

Dollars ($25,000.00) to be distributed to the Plaintiff and their counsel as specified in the Agreement; and,  19 

 WHEREAS, in addition to the settlement of all claims involved in the case the City and the Arkansas 20 

Municipal League Defense Program (“AMLDP”) have agreed upon the payment of these claims; and, 21 

 WHEREAS, the Settlement agreement includes a comprehensive release of all claims, including attor-22 

ney fees and costs, by the Plaintiff; and,  23 

 WHEREAS, the Settlement Agreement requires Board of Directors approval prior to execution; and,  24 

 WHEREAS, the City Attorney’s Office recommends approval of the Settlement Agreement as being 25 

in the best interests of the City of Little Rock. 26 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CITY 27 

OF LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS: 28 

 Section 1. The Board of Directors hereby authorizes and directs the City Manager to execute the Set-29 

tlement Agreement and Release of Claims in the matter of Cindy Ortiz, Et. Al. v. City of Little Rock, Et. 30 

Al., Eastern District of Arkansas Case No. 4:24-cv-00246-JM, attached hereto as Exhibit B and incor-31 

porated by reference. 32 
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 Section 2.  The City Clerk is authorized and directed to attest to the City Manager’s Signature on the 1 

Settlement Agreement. 2 

 Section 3. The City notes that the agreed-upon settlement amount of Twenty-five Thousand Dollar 3 

($25,000.00) settlement amount, will be paid to the Plaintiff by the Arkansas Municipal League, Municipal 4 

Defense Program (AMLDP) and that the City will pay its contribution directly to the AMLDP. 5 

 Section 4.  The City notes that, pursuant to the AMLDP and agreement from the Arkansas Municipal 6 

League, the City’s contribution to the Settlement is Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500.00), and 7 

the AMLDP’s contribution is Twenty-two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($22,500.00). 8 

 Section 5.  The Director of Finance is authorized and directed to issue payment in the amount of Two 9 

Thousand Five Hundred Dollars to the Arkansas Municipal League, Municipal Defense Program (AM-10 

LDP), in accordance with the terms of the Settlement Agreement within two (2) business days of the exe-11 

cution of the Settlement Agreement. 12 

 Section 6.  The City Attorney is authorized and directed to take all actions necessary to implement the 13 

terms of the Settlement Agreement, including but not limited to filing appropriate dismissal documents with 14 

the Eastern District of Arkansas.  15 

Section 7. Severability. In the event any title, section, paragraph, item, sentence, clause, phrase, or word 16 

of this resolution is declared or adjudged to be invalid or unconstitutional, such declaration or adjudication 17 

shall not affect the remaining portions of the resolution which shall remain in full force and effect as if the 18 

portion so declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional were not originally a part of the resolution. 19 

Section 8.   Repealer.  All laws, ordinances, resolutions, or parts of the same, that are inconsistent 20 

with the provisions of this resolution, are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.  21 

ADOPTED: June 2, 2026  22 

ATTEST: ATTEST          APPROVED 23 

 24 

____________________________________    ____________________________________  25 

Allison Segars, City Clerk               Frank Scott, Jr., Mayor  26 

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM:  27 

 28 

________________________________ 29 

Thomas M. Carpenter, City Attorney 30 

// 31 

// 32 

// 33 

// 34 
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         Exhibit A
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Exhibit B 
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