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ORDINANCE NO. ______ 1 

 2 

AN ORDINANCE TO DECLARE IT IMPRACTICAL AND UNFEASIBLE 3 

TO BID; TO AUTHORIZE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE FIRM OF 4 

WRIGHT, LINDSEY & JENNINGS, LLP, FOR LEGAL WORK IN A CASE 5 

THAT QUESTIONS THE PROPRIETY OF MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE 6 

FEES; TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY; AND, FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 7 

 8 

 WHEREFORE, litigation has been filed against the City, Central Arkansas Water (“CAW”), and the 9 

Little Rock Water Reclamation Authority (“LRWRA”,) as to the amount of franchise fees assessed by the 10 

City of Little Rock for the use of its right-of-way by CAW and LRWRA; and, 11 

 WHEREAS, the nature of this litigation required expertise that is not currently possessed by the Office 12 

of the City Attorney, and therefore it was necessary to obtain such expertise as quickly as possible in order 13 

timely to answer the Complaint in this matter; and, 14 

 WHEREAS, the law firm of Wright, Lindsey & Jennings, LLP, as set forth in the  attached Engagement 15 

Agreement consented to do this work for the City, and meets all of the qualifications needed by the City in 16 

this matter. 17 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CITY 18 

OF LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS: 19 

 Section 1. The Board declares that the time frame to research and respond to the complaint in this 20 

particular matter makes it impractical and unfeasible to bid for legal services. 21 

 Section 2. Pursuant to the terms and conditions of Exhibit A to this Ordinance, an engagement agree-22 

ment with the law firm and particular attorneys, the City Manager may authorize expenditures needed to 23 

assist in the named litigation. 24 

 Section 3. At the time in the future when the City Manager and Finance Director believe it to be 25 

necessary a specific Account for the payment of legal fees shall be named. 26 

 Section 4. This Resolution authorizes the City’s execution of Exhibits A-C attached hereto. 27 

Section 5. Severability.  In the event any title, section, paragraph, item, sentence, clause, phrase, or 28 

word of this ordinance is declared or adjudged to be invalid or unconstitutional, such declaration or 29 

adjudication shall not affect the remaining portions of this ordinance, which shall remain in full force and 30 

effect as if the portion so declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional was not originally a part of this 31 

ordinance. 32 

Section 6. Repealer.  All ordinances or resolutions of the City in conflict herewith are hereby repealed 33 

to the extent of such conflict.  34 
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Section 7. Emergency Clause. The ability to represent the City’s legal interest in litigation that deals 1 

with the collection of franchise fees for two utilities and to assure that all corporate and municipal 2 

considerations are properly presented by the City is essential to the public health, safety, and welfare 3 

especially in light of the short time frame between the service of the litigation and the time for a responsive 4 

pleading; an emergency is, therefore, declared to exist and this ordinance shall be in full force and effect 5 

from and after the date of its passage. 6 

PASSED: February 3, 2026      7 

ATTEST: APPROVED:  8 

 9 

____________________________________                   ____________________________________ 10 

Allison Segars, City Clerk                                               Frank Scott, Jr., Mayor 11 

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: 12 

 13 

____________________________________ 14 

Thomas M. Carpenter, City Attorney 15 

// 16 

// 17 

// 18 

// 19 

// 20 

// 21 

// 22 

// 23 

// 24 

// 25 

// 26 

// 27 

// 28 

// 29 

// 30 

// 31 

// 32 

 



 

[Page 3 of 10] 

EXHIBIT A 

Engagement Agreement as to the City 
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EXHIBIT B 

Waiver of Conflict of Interest 
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EXHIBIT C 

Engagement Agreement as to Mayor Scott 

 


