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In 2023, a group of state and local agencies and non-governmental
organizations entered into a Memorandum of Understanding to formalize
their efforts to connect their respective properties in western Pulaski County
for recreational purposes. The MOU includes Central Arkansas Water (CAW),
Arkansas State Parks, Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission (ANHC), the
Office of Outdoor Recreation, and The Nature Conservancy. According to the
memorandum,

“The objective of this MOU is to formalize a mutual collaboration, with
the purpose of the landowning and land-managing agencies within the
Maumelle Pinnacles Conservation Area, collaborating to plan, fund,
develop, and manage recreational amenities among our lands in a manner
that is consistent with each organization’s missions and objectives and
the collective parties’ shared vision and goals for the area.”

This area, known as the Maumelle Pinnacles Conservation Area (MPCA) originally
included lands extending from Pinnacle Mountain State Park to Rattlesnake
Ridge (ANHC), Blue Mountain (The Nature Conservancy), and the western

PROJECT BACKGROUND

A PARTNERSHIP FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION

edge of CAW's property at Lake Maumelle. Ranch North Woods (The Nature
Conservancy), Two Rivers Park (Pulaski County, City of Little Rock), and the Big
Dam Bridge (City of Little Rock) were subsequently added to the study area.

Crafton Tull was selected through a state request for qualifications (RFQ) process
in 2023 to develop a Recreation Vision Master Plan for the MPCA to articulate

the long-term vision for the project area. Once this process began, additional
partners were added to the endeavor, having an interest in the recreational,
connectivity, open space, and natural resources in the study area. They include
the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission (AGFC), the Arkansas Parks and
Recreation Foundation, the City of Little Rock, Pulaski County, and Metroplan.

The resulting document, the Maumelle Pinnacles Recreation Vision Master
Plan, outlines the concepts, ideas, and strategies for a collaborative approach
to coordinating recreational resources and connectivity between them
throughout the MPCA. This document is not intended as a directive for

the operation or capital expenditures of any organization, but rather as a
coordinated vision for the public and semi-public lands described herein.

MAUMELLE PINNACLES RECREATION MASTER PLAN | 7



PROJECT AREA

A NATURALLY VAST AND BEAUTIFUL REGION SPANNING TWO COUNTIES

The Maumelle Pinnacles Conservation Area (MPCA) comprises more than with it. Trail infrastructure connecting users of all ages and abilities to the
24,000 acres of public land in phase 1 (and an additional 8,400 acres in phase various recreation opportunities will interface with sensitive habitats and

2) with multiple types of resources ranging from city, county, and state parks must be strategically implemented to minimize impacts. Similarly, creating
with a recreation focus to natural areas and a protected watershed for Central a quality user experience complete with equitable education opportunities at
Arkansas’ drinking water supply. The MPCA spans from the Big Dam Bridge the forefront means allowing individuals into protected natural areas. This

on the east end to the west end of Lake Maumelle and Bringle Creek in its visioning plan outlines strategies for balancing these important priorities,
initial phase, eventually stretching further west to Lake Sylvia within the creating space for them to coexist and provide enhanced access to the natural
Ouachita National Forest. A naturally vast and beautiful region, the foremost wonders of the MPCA and new opportunities for individuals to recreate in
challenge for unifying the area in a navigable recreation system is balancing exciting ways with ample opportunities to stop to explore, learn, and appreciate
the priorities of the natural realm and the effects of the humans who interact the natural environment.

BRIDGE ON THE MAUMELLE RIVER
IMAGE CREDIT FOR ALL: CRAF TULL 7 gkl F P|N_NACLE MOUNTAIN

PROJECT PURPOSE

ESTABLISHING VISION + DIRECTION

The primary goal of the Maumelle Pinnacles Outdoor Recreation Vision
Master Plan is to provide a unified vision and direction for balancing
conservation of the natural realm with the recreation needs of the
residents of Central Arkansas.

This plan explores the current and desired recreational amenities
expressed by those who live and recreate in the region, as well as identify
opportunities for investment in new types of recreation across the four
goals related to the human realm:

1. Connected Infrastructure via bicycling, walking, and water trails
Equitable Access providing opportunities for all ages and abilities

Education & Engagement within the natural and built environments

M @D

Quality User Experiences providing comfortable and enjoyable
options

These expressed needs will be balanced with the four goals for the
natural realm:

5. Environmental Conservation avoiding over-development or harmful
human activities

6. Drinking Water Protection reducing harmful impacts within the Lake
Maumelle watershed

7. Ecosystem Management promoting forest management practices to
maintain healthy ecosystems and wildlife

8. Nature-Based Recreation providing opportunities to interact and
learn about the natural environment

Outdoor recreation is vital to a human’s wellbeing: reduced heart rate
and blood pressure, improved sleep quality, and improved cognition
and creativity are just a few examples of proven health benefits
associated with time spent outside. (Source: Frontiers, PubMed, Nature
Sustainability)

natural realm

Maumelle Pinnacles Conservation Area

GRAPHIC BY CRAFTON TULL
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DIVERSE PARKS + NATURAL AREAS

PROPERTIES AND POINTS OF INTEREST

The MPCA has a wide-ranging spectrum of recreation types, some resembling
city parks in urbanized areas and others serving a more secluded and natural
recreation role. This plan seeks to connect these many parks, conservation
areas, and trailheads with an equally diverse system of pathways. Mountain bike
trails, paved bike and pedestrian trails, soft surface trails, and the 223-mile long
Ouachita Trail are all different types of recreation amenities, and even serve as
connecting corridors between some destinations.

The various destinations in the MPCA can be described with one of four
“transects:” wilderness, rural, suburban, and urban. This transect not only
delineates a geographical progression but reflects a progression of diminishing
urbanity and increasing immersion into the natural landscape, a narrative
showcased in the diverse natural areas within the MPCA: a collection of public
lands spanning from the Big Dam Bridge to Lake Maumelle and beyond. In
general, as one journeys from the Big Dam Bridge westward, environments
transition from urban parks to more nature-oriented destinations.

The City of Little Rock parks on the east edge of the MPCA representing the
urban transect (right) feature accessible comforts, inclusive spaces, artistic
elements, and open play areas, complemented by recreational connections via
road cycling and paved multi-use paths. The suburban transect, exemplified
by Two Rivers Park and sections of Pinnacle Mountain State Park, have

cell service, parking facilities, some simple comforts such as restrooms,
picnic areas, pavilions, and playgrounds, enhancing connection with nature
through soft surface hiking and mountain biking trails alongside paved paths.
Rattlesnake Ridge, Blue Mountain, Bufflehead Bay, Vista Park, and segments
of Pinnacle Mountain State Park are each examples of the rural transect,
enhancing the outdoor experience with filtered water, limited tent camping,
water access, and limited restroom facilities. Venturing deeper into the
wilderness transect within the Ouachita National Forest and Ouachita Trail
west of Lake Maumelle, primitive camping, hiking, backpacking, and hunting
become more prevalent.

RECREATIONAL TRANSECT

LAKE MAUMELLE PARKS
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DESTINATION TYPES WITHIN THE STUDY AREA

Eighteen (18) unique destinations within the MPCA offer an exciting range of recreation types. From immersive lakeside fishing at Bringle Creek on the west end to
high-speed road cycling on the east end, exciting adventures await at each location. In the center of the map lie the three peaks, from east to west: Pinnacle Mountain,
Rattlesnake Ridge, and Blue Mountain. These destinations have different areas within them, whether trailheads, trails, water access, or others.

PULASKI COUNTY
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Note: initial concept to be revised

BRINGLE CREEK
SLEEPY HOLLOW
VISTA PARK
PROPOSED FACILITY
LOON POINT
BUFFLEHEAD BAY
WESTROCK LANDING
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GRAND MAUMELLE SAILING CLUB, WESTROCK LANDING, BUFFLEHEAD BAY, AND LAKE MAUMELLE
IMAGE CREDIT: BRYAN RUPAR
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BIG DAM BRIDGE
As the longest bridge in North America dedicated
solely for use by pedestrians and bicyclists,

the Big Dam Bridge extends 90 feet above
the Arkansas River and offers scenic views of

the Maumelle Pinnacles area to the west and
downtown Little Rock to the east.

MAUMELLE PARK

Maumelle Park is operated by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and is the only destination
within the MPCA with RV hookups. It is regularly
utilized by visitors, and even features a Medical
Loop reserved for convalescing patients and
healthcare workers of University of Arkansas

for Medical Sciences hospital. The park is on the
Arkansas River and offers beautiful scenery of the

north bank.
14 | MAUMELLE PINNACLES RECREATION MASTER PLAN
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RIVER MOUNTAIN
River Mountain Park is one the of most popular
recreation destinations in Little Rock. Located on
the eastern urban fringe of the MPCA, it features
a beautiful bridge spanning the merging Arkansas
and Little Maumelle Rivers, a boat launch area, a
hiking trail connected to nearby Conner Park, and
bike trails.

[MAGE CREDIT: JOSHUA KWEK

RANCH NORTH WOODS

Located at the end of Ranch Drive, Ranch North
Woods is a conservation area with trails leading
to the Little Maumelle River. Just upstream is the
only float-in campground in the MPCA, with free
kayaks available at a share station to use and
then return after your float.

TWO RIVERS PARK

Two Rivers Park is located close to River
Mountain Park across the Little Maumelle River,
connected by a paved bicycle pathway. Nearly 4
additional miles of trail weave among the scenic

open fields perfect for running or bicycling and
feature an inclusive playground. Two Rivers Park
has become a classic with families seeking a

nearby adventure with their small children.

.'%\"\._'_-' _‘. T— ~ WL %

PINNACLE MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
Located at the confluence of rivers, bayous, and
sandstone barrens with glades nestled at its peak,
Pinnacle Mountain State Park is the epicenter

of the MPCA and the tallest peak in the region.
Many outdoor activities can be found here: hiking,
mountain biking, kayaking, playgrounds, nature
trails, and even a new visitor center complete with
commercial vendor space.

NATURAL STEPS SOCCER COMPLEX

A popular destination for field sports such as
soccer, lacrosse and ultimate frisbee, Natural
Steps Soccer Complex can be found at the foot
of the Lake Maumelle Dam. Its even terrain sees
heavy recreational tournament use across its
eight fields of varying sizes.

LAKE MAUMELLE EAST VISTA

The undeveloped eastern edge of Central
Arkansas Water’s property along the Highway 10
corridor offers a beautiful first glimpse of the lake.
Currently an undeveloped pull-off, this high point
may be formalized as an overlook and gateway
into the Lake Maumelle corridor, introducing
visitors to the watershed'’s critical role in drinking
water supply.

r 3 E

RATTLESNAKE RIDGE NATURAL AREA
Although physically smaller than Pinnacle
Mountain, Rattlesnake Ridge boasts untouched
wonders that can be experienced on foot, bicycle,
or up close while rock climbing. Rattlesnake
Ridge was the first Arkansas Natural Heritage
Commission (ANHC) conservation area to include
mountain biking trails. Today it has 5.8 miles of
challenging trails for experienced riders.

WESTROCK LANDING

Operating through a lease from Central Arkansas
Water, WestRock Landing is one of two motorized
boating access areas on Lake Maumelle. Fishing
tournaments are held on a weekly basis and are
popular among tenants, as well as regular fishing
reports provided by Arkansas Game & Fish
Commission.

Aoa

BLUE MOUNTAIN NATURAL AREA

The westernmost of the three pinnacles in the
MPCA, Blue Mountain features beautiful vistas
along hiking trails and beginner mountain biking
trails that connect to Rattlesnake Ridge.

BUFFLEHEAD BAY

Immediately west of WestRock Landing,
Bufflehead Bay features bank fishing and
birdwatching opportunities along its 2.25-mile
trail and wonderful views of Lake Maumelle at the
trail's summit. Bufflehead Bay is a demonstration
area for active forest management, detailed
through a series of educational signage along its
trail.
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LOON POINT

Bank fishing and a picnic area are the main
attraction at Loon Point, located nearly one mile
west of Bufflehead Bay. It is also home to the
Farkleberry Trail, which offers beautiful views of
Lake Maumelle.

VISTA PARK

Settled on an inlet above Lake Maumelle, Vista
Park has a small parking area, swings, picnic
area, and seating with plentiful shade to enjoy
views of Lake Maumelle. A designated bank
fishing area is in development. Vista Park is

a rest stop and trailhead for travelers along
the Ouachita Trail, which follows Highway 10
northwest to Highway 113.

16 | MAUMELLE PINNACLES RECREATION MASTER PLAN

NURSERY POND

The nursery pond is on Arkansas Game and Fish
property and is stocked with young fish that are
later released into Lake Maumelle.

SLEEPY HOLLOW ACCESS
While there are picnic tables for enjoying a meal
prior to departure or after a float, this destination
is oriented around accessing the water to
experience the Sleepy Hollow Water Trail or boat
fishing. It is the only non-fee public motorized
boat launch accessing Lake Maumelle. The
Maumelle River is placid, a great beginner float
experience for young children or any who may be
seeking unique waterfowl sightings.

T e i 1

OLD JOLLY ROGERS SITE

A former marina site that currently has no
structures and is not in use. This site may be
utilized in the future as part of this plan. It is
located along a quiet inlet along Lake Maumelle
and is a popular location amongst bank fishers.

BRINGLE CREEK

Bringle Creek offers remote hiking trails with
some views of Bringle Creek and is utilized
primarily for fishing, particularly during the spring
months when white bass run up the Maumelle
River to spawn.

Note: Much of CAW's property is part of the
Maumelle River WMA operated through
a recreational lease by AGFC.

TWO RIVERS PARK LOOKING TOWARD PINNACLE MOUNTAIN AND RATTLESNAKE RIDGE
IMAGE CREDIT: JULIE KELSO/CRAFTON TULL




‘p4eoq Jo Apoq buiuianob Aouabe VINM JOAIY a)1auWNep 3yl Ueyl Jayied SUOJIeUIISSp 1ENPIAIPUI Se PaIUsLUINI0P aJe Seale SSaJe MY
ajeludoudde ayi Aq paroudde jinun buipuny 03 Aadoud pmy0 Aue uo pamoje jou s buipieoq ajpped €
DP313ILILIOI JOU 848 PUE U] JOISEj UOISIA pUO4 1euUOIEINPT S8PN)2UI PRAY)IRL| NUWWNS 15eF Z
U01183.129H YIdIW 8Y3 Jo 1Jed se pasodo.d paly dwey 1e0g pue speay)ied] S)ied] JUsUWNUOl SPNJIUl Baly M3IA JOAIY |

AMENITIES

AMENITIES

RECREATION TYPES

EXISTING TRAILS (MI)

SIZE

DIVERSE PARKS +

aJe ulaJay pauoiuaW s308/0.d 910N
swelbold uonealdsy
SIUBIOBRINY |ewluy
abuey A1ayoddy gg
SS320V I4IM
SJamoys

sdn)0oH AY

sbury asydwe)

s/ped buidwe) ua|
BaJy U0I30910.1d 1elgeH % saldads
30IAJRS SNNYS J0 JNYINQ
SJ3)207 1BIURY
Bulepinog / Buiquing spewuey
Buispinog / Buiquing 320y 1ednieN
3.eYS p1e0ga)pPed YO S0UBD YO YeAey
1e1UaY PJEOG3IPPEd YO 0UBD YO ehey ©
aleysayig /sy g @ © ©
3D1AI9S POO4 ©
300143AQ 1O BISIA ©
WJoj1eld UOIIBAISSQ BISIA
UoIIelS Ysep leog
Jaid Jo ¥20( 1e0g
dwey youneT 1eoqg paziiolop (o} o
dwey youneT dehkey e 6 o
wJope)d buip.ig
Jaid Buiysiq
ealy Buiysi4 yueg © 06 ©o
puod
uoies Jieday ay1g o 0
s/puno.bAed © o
gnH Buiuiea
(42123y)1ydwe) 9deds UoiEINP3 JOOPINQ 1BWS
s/uonined

sae1daday ysed] o}

e 0 00 O

sa)qge] dJludld Jo sayouag :Buness © O

10d / 8beubis aAnaidiaiu)

abeubis uoneiualiQ / 3sory
uo[3e)S J31BA\ 91gR10d

Swo00.11s3Y

Buyleq
(V) VINM 03 JUl0d SS820Y Jo e Bunjuny
Buidwen o
Buipiy ALY
Buipiy YoeqasJoHy (o]
Buiqung 30y
Buiyorempuig / Buipdig
¢ BuipJeog a1pped YO ‘Buisoue) ‘Buiyeliey © o
1eog e woudy Bulysi4 ‘Buneog ‘buljies o}

Buiysi4 doed ‘Buiysiyueg © © ©

BundhApgpecy © © ©

U104 SS822y Bulply 19AeIg
Buyig uieyunoy © © ©

Bupiiy Ae@-mniW / Bupydedyoeg

lled] 2\qisseddy paney @ © O O

00

Buruuny y1ed) ‘Buiyiem ‘BuniH
12410

Bupiiy o

8.3
1.7 37 06 26

+ Bupjig ureunopy

1.7

H.O— ._MUCDH 1ed| mr__v_._m>> paAed

paned asn-mn

(1) uoneAa|s ead

4226

(3) ybua

(9]

g

&)

<
150
741
117

Abbreviation
BDB
RM
2R
MMP

NATURAL AREAS

River Mountain Park
Two Rivers Park
Maumelle Park

Amenities and Project sections
Name

© Existing Amenity

@ Proposed Amenity
Please see corresponding
annotations in Access &

S¥
3

240
2069

RNW

Ranch North Woods

0.5

1.5 05 63

1011

PMSP

Pinnacle Mountain State Park

PMSP Visitor Center

00 06 06 o0 o

PMSP River View Center Area 1
PMSP Arkansas Arboretum

(0]

00 6 o0

PMSP West Summit Trailhead

00 o

PMSP East Summit Trailhead 2

o o0
(]

PP

48
373
457

NS

RR

BM
WRL

Natural Steps Sports Complex

00

(]
(0]

58 03

920
901

Rattlesnake Ridge

®© 0 06 0

(]

3.6 35

Blue Mountain

© 6606 06 o

00

ySiaise ue Ag paieaipul Ji paniuwiad 0sje BUBIH

0 0 0

44
105

WestRock Landing
Bufflehead Bay

2.2
0.5

0.3

478

BB
LP

VP

21

Loon Point
Vista Park

7.6
2.2

55

© 6 o0 o

SH

Sleepy Hollow

00

1.4

BC

Bringle Creek

Future Access Points

(0]

O 00 O

O 6 0 ©o

C300

CAW Hwy 300 Access

oL

Lake Maumelle Overlook Site

b4
266

JR
NP
GA
WB

Old Jolly Rogers Site

Nursery Pond

Gravel Access Trailhead

West Bay (Hwy 10 lake crossing)



THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

EXISTING NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

The initial phase of the MPCA project extends from near the mouth of Little Maumelle River (confluence with
Arkansas River) west past Lake Maumelle (generally along Highway 10) to Highway 113. This area represents
a unique ecosystem that supports characteristics of the Ouachita Mountains and Arkansas River Valley
ecoregions. This unique combination results in a diversity of plant and animal species that are relatively rare
within the region. Forest stands include bottomland hardwood, hardwood woodland, mixed pine-hardwood, OUACHITA NATIONAL FOREST.
mesic (north slope) hardwood, pine-bluestem, pine, and pine plantation. The Little Maumelle River and major
tributary, Nowlin Creek support a diverse floodplain that support species such as bald cypress (Taxodium
distichum) and relatively large stands of river cane (Arundinaria gigantea). Showy shrubby plant species such
as mountain silverbell (Halesia teptratera), American snowbell (Styrax americanus), bladdernut (Staphylea
trifolia), and red buckeye (Aesculus pavia) are relatively common along riparian corridors and near wetland
edges. ANHC provided information of elemental occurrences of rare species within this area, including
California bulrush (Schoenoplectus californicus), cypress knee sedge (Carex decomposita), purple fringeless
orchid (Platanthera psycodes), Swainson's Warbler (Limnothlypis swainsonii), Ozark trillium (Trillium
viridescens), and southeastern bat (Myotis austroriparius). Note that Swainson’s Warbler utilizes expansive
cane brakes for breeding and foraging; this species is rare in the state and occurs most commonly east of the
project area.

The Lower Arkansas-Maumelle watershed originates in the Ouachita mountains west of Lake Maumelle and

supports numerous first, second and third order streams that will be crossed by the trail system. These AT & NSy o

streams support numerous aquatic organisms and provide habitat for fish (especially in third-order streams), IMAGE CREDIT: JULIE KELSO/CRAFTON TULL

amphibians (frogs and salamanders), reptiles (water snakes and turtles), and aquatic invertebrates (molluscs,
insects, and crayfish). The riparian zone of these streams, including Maumelle River, the Little Maumelle
River and Nowlin Creek, support rare species (elemental occurrences provided by ANHC) such as Ouachita
indigo-bush, Ouachita bluestar (Amsonia hubrictii), and leafy Barbara's buttons (Marshalia caespitosa var.
signata). In addition, these riparian zones provide foraging habitat for tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus),
southeastern bat, and Swainson's Warbler (especially in cane brakes).

Area mountains and ridges, such as Pinnacle Mountain, Rattlesnake Ridge, and Blue Mountain exhibit
pine barrens and glades that support several species rare to Arkansas, ANHC records include elemental
occurrences of eastern collared lizard (Crotaphytus collaris), western diamondback rattlesnake (Crotalus
atrox), southeastern bat, Wright's cliffbrake (Pellaea wrightiana), Arkansas twistflower (Streptanthus
squamiformis), six banded longhorn beetle (Dryobius sexnotatus), Rufous-Crowned Sparrow (Aimophila
ruficeps), Ouachita indigo-bush (Amorpha ouachitensis), and Copeland’s mold beetle (Arianops copelandi).

20 | MAUMELLE PINNACLES RECREATION MASTER PLAN

Barrens are characterized by extreme soil conditions; specifically, portions of the area support Ouachita Mountain Sandstone Outcrop Barrens, that are dominated
by dry oak and oak-pine woodlands. Glades, which occur on all three ridges, are typically found in areas with shallow soils over bedrock. These areas supported
unique desert flora such as false aloe (Manfreda virginica), rock pink (Phemeranthus calycinus), Arkansas yucca (Yucca arkansana), and eastern prickly-pear cactus
(Opuntia humifusa), in addition to drought-resistant grasses and perennials. Glades are notable for their relatively high diversity of rare and endemic species.

Although the proposed trail system lies in close proximity to

the Arkansas River Valley ecoregion (several characteristics

of this ecoregion are present within the project area), r 1 N
the entirety of the project is located within the Ouachita Y 0
Mountains. Covering approximately 8 million acres, the

Ouachita Mountain physiographic region is characterized

by its unique east-west trending mountain ranges, with
elevations ranging from 500 to 2,700 feet. Specifically, the
project is located within the Fourche Mountains (subset
36D) subsection of the Ouachita Mountains. The Fourche
Mountains are composed of long, east-west oriented ridges
comprised primarily of sandstone. North slopes support

mesic forest dominated by oak-hickory, while south slopes ARKANSAS VALLEY
are xeric, comprised of grassy woodlands that are often

dominated by short-leaf pine (Pinus echinata). q'

The CAW-owned land around Lake Maumelle supports the g Mi SS I SSI PPI

following forest classifications and acreage: - OUACHITA ALLUVIAL
MOUNTAINS PLAIN

BOSTON MOUNTAINS

1. Mixed Pine Hardwood: 8,036 acres

2. Pine Stand: 1,367 acres

3. Hardwood Woodland: 1,091 acres

4. Pine Plantation: 761 acres

5. Bottomland Hardwood: 629 acres

6. North Slope Hardwood: 559 acres SOUTH CENTRAL

7. Pine Bluestem: 309 acres PLAINS
Source: Quachita National Forest - Home (usda.gov)
SPECIES Map service: US EPA Office of Environmental Information (OEI). Data: US EPA Office of Research and Development
The tables on found in Appendix A: Documented Species summarize (ORD)
documented species as listed in three datasets: NatureServe as EPA LEVEL 111 ECOREGIONS

provided by ANHC, ANHC'’s Documented Sites data, and NatureServe

as located by the consultant.
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CREATING A CONNECTED SYSTEM

LINKING DESTINATIONS AND AMENITIES OUACHITA T,
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The vision for a system of interconnected park destinations within the Maumelle Pinnacles Conservation Area will form a dynamic network of trails, enabling
users to traverse the landscape and explore diverse recreational offerings in a variety of ways: clusters of nearby destinations within the area may be accessed by
bicycling, hiking, or paved walking trails. Presently, cyclists can embark on a scenic journey from Two Rivers Bridge at River Mountain Park westward to Pinnacle
) i . L. i ) ) 4......-"' "..
Mountain State Park, with opportunities to extend connectivity from Pinnacle to Rattlesnake Ridge and Blue Mountain.
The 30 Crossing project—an initiative to rebuild and modernize the 1-30 corridor in downtown Little Rock and improve multimodal mobility in Central Arkansas— B e
demonstrates a growing regional commitment to safe, connected active-transportation networks. The project’s findings highlight the economic and quality-of-life @@ : S Mgy ME g, 5 N
benefits of integrated pedestrian and bicycle systems, underscoring both the region’s shift toward balanced transportation options and the MPCA's role as a key ~ N S u\_@. "',._.--:-a el s ...@
hub for connected trails and outdoor access. As these regional multimodal improvements advance, they will strengthen future opportunities to link downtown Little Saumoe” @ ’3’5}]3 % ] -.
. . . . . . . . SIS -y 2 =
Rock and the Arkansas River Trail system directly into the MPCA trail network, creating a seamless corridor from the urban core to the Pinnacles. 'O 05N~..- ”@ MAUMELLE
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As a future system develops to link the numerous destinations within the MPCA, a series of various on- and off-road routes will serve not only as recreational PULASKI COUNTY 0,;' -—_@\
amenities but also as enjoyable connectors between amenities. Through hiking, pedaling, or paddling between parks and natural areas, people foster a deeper : ~ b,
connection with the environment and cultivate excitement for the variety of experiences along the way. This comprehensive trail system will not only enhance local i\ @' e - _,‘f@
recreation but also encourage a broader appreciation for the natural surroundings and the thrill of discovery within the MPCA. '\.-,ﬁ Gl e v . -.@ ;’ 8 ey
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KEY * @
BC BRINGLE CREEK BM  BLUE MOUNTAIN MP  MAUMELLE PARK
. EXISTING FACILITY SH SLEEPY HOLLOW RR RATTLESNAKE RIDGE RN RANCH NORTH WOODS
o _ VP  VISTA PARK NS NATURAL STEPS 2R TWO RIVERS PARK
. PROPOSED FACILITY o . ) ) -
PF PROPOSED FACILITY PM PINNACLE MTN. ST. PARK RM  RIVER MOUNTAIN PARK
== SEPARATED PATHWAY LP LOON POINT AA ARKANSAS ARBORETUM (PM) BD BIG DAM BRIDGE LITTLE ROCK
BUFFLEHEAD BAY QUARRY & FULK MTNS. (PM
== ROADSIDE CONNECTION BB o ) 2 QF 'I,' : _” &_ Jl._< Akl { )
WL WESTROCK LANDING LM LITTLE MAUMELLE RIVER (PM)

Note: initial concept
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TELLING A STORY

PROJECT THEMES

The Maumelle Pinnacles Conservation Area is home to a variety of ecosystems
and habitats. As part of this study, it has been simplified into three distinct
areas of focus, each offering unique insights into the rich tapestry of the natural
environment which provide the basis for numerous educational opportunities.

To the east, the Rivers & Woodlands area, featuring Two Rivers Park, Ranch
North Woods, the southern undeveloped portions of Pinnacle Mountain State
Park and the Arkansas Arboretum, showcases the beauty of low-lying areas
along the Little Maumelle River, drawing kayakers and fishermen to its serene
waters, lowland ecosystems, and upland forests.

The Ouachita Sandstone Barrens, encompassing Pinnacle Mountain and the
Fulk Mountains, Rattlesnake Ridge, and Blue Mountain, are characterized by
unique sensitive habitats and diverse terrain that draws hikers and mountain
bikers with scenic trails and restful vistas.

The drinking water protection area adjacent to Lake Maumelle underscores
the significance of safeguarding our local water source through limited and
environmentally sustainable construction practices and forest management.
Here, boating, fishing, and hunting are permitted, while kayaking and canoeing
are embraced along established water trails, with Sleepy Hollow offering
additional water exploration opportunities.

These areas provide an array of educational opportunities around the built
and natural environments: emphasizing the importance of preserving drinking
water sources, fostering conservation, and nurturing stewardship of delicate
habitats and endangered species while acknowledging the area'’s history of
human influences and its future for outdoor recreation opportunities.

Six unique themes should be explored throughout the MPCA, described on the
following pages.

KEY

DRINKING WATER
PROTECTION

SANDSTONE BARRENS

O RIVERS & WOODLANDS

Note: initial concept

DRINKING WATER PROTECTION

PULASKI COUNTY
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ECOSYSTEMS + LANDSCAPES

Three distinct landscapes comprise the majority of the MPCA, including:

* Ouachita Sandstone Barrens and Glades
* Rivers, Bayous + Wetlands
*  Woodlands

Ouachita sandstone barrens and associated glades are generally found along
the upper elevations of the Ouachita Mountains. The three pinnacles within the
MPCA feature both: Blue Mountain, Rattlesnake Ridge, and Pinnacle Mountain.
Glades often occur in conjunction with these sandstone barrens, and each offer
habitat to plants and animals not found in other areas of the MPCA.

Rivers, backwaters, and wetlands are located along three principal waterways
in the MPCA: Nowlin Creek, the Little Maumelle River, and the Maumelle River.
Water-loving trees such as bald cypress are plentiful along these corridors, which
traverse the base of the three pinnacles. Lake Maumelle was created along the
Maumelle River, forming the primary drinking water source for Central Arkansas.

Woodlands and forests are plentiful throughout the MPCA, consisting of
bottomland hardwood, mixed pine hardwood, and hardwood woodland forests,

among others.

Each landscape provides habitat for a variety of flora and fauna and can be

- :
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~ IMAGE CRED BRYAN R AR

CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP

Conserving open spaces throughout the MPCA is of paramount importance as
western Pulaski County faces increasing development pressures. Four endangered
species have been documented in the study area, which include bats, birds, and
flowers. Thirteen more documented species have been deemed vulnerable, and
eight more as sensitive. These flora and fauna reflect local residents’ stewardship
of the natural environment and must be protected as development continues.
Specific conservation and stewardship topics should include:

* Sensitive Habitats
* Native Plants + Animals
* Species of Concern

DRINKING WATER PROTECTION

Serving approximately 75% of the fresh drinking water supplied to almost
500,000 Arkansans in eight counties of Central Arkansas, the location of Lake
Maumelle within the study area raises critical considerations to the allowance
of recreation within a drinking water protection area, including the types of
recreation deemed suitable within the Lake Maumelle watershed as well as
the potential for recreation expansion that does not negatively impact drinking
water quality. Throughout this theme, the following topics should be explored:

* Environmental Considerations
* Human Use Considerations

FOREST MANAGEMENT

Forest management practices are a regular
occurrence within the MPCA. Central Arkansas
Water (CAW), The Nature Conservancy (TNC), and
ANHC each engage in practices that aid in the
health of the area’s ecology. Prescribed burns
remove old vegetation and make room for new
growth by shifting nutrients in the soil to better
accommodate native species. Invasive species

are also deterred through prescribed burns

while reducing the overall threat of wildfires and
promoting understory health. These practices
maintain ecological health for the region’s flora and
fauna and ensure nearby residents’ safety. Specific
topics to be highlighted within the MPCA include:

* Prescribed Burns

* Invasive Species Removal

* Understory Health

+ Wildlife Habitat Improvement

CULTURE + HERITAGE

The recreation plan will honor the culture and
heritage of the area, dating back to the Tunica

and Quapaw tribes who resided in the area.

Early French settlers provided the basis for the
nomenclature of the natural environment that led
to the naming of Little Rock itself, as well as the
peaks within the MPCA. While most visitors access
Pinnacle by car or bicycle, early visitation expanded
greatly with the establishment of the railroad in
1890s that led to more hiking and interaction with
the area. Opportunities to educate visitors about
the past and modern history of the area, including
a WWIl-era plane crash site, are recommended in
the form of signage, art, and plaza design. Specific
opportunities for interpretation within the MPCA
include the following:

+ Native American
+ Early European Settlers
* Modern History

OUTDOOR RECREATION

A variety of nature-based outdoor recreation types
exist or will be provided during the development
of the MPCA Master Plan. These experiences

vary according to location, natural context, and
infrastructure. Clear orientation and wayfinding
throughout the MPCA should present users

the full spectrum of opportunities throughout

the network, beyond the boundaries of each
individual recreational destination. Specific
outdoor recreation networks that should be clearly
communicated include the following:

* Pedestrian + Bicycle
* Water-Oriented
» Specialized + Immersive

KINGFISHER TRAIL AT PINNACLE
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* Recreation Considerations

£

found in close proximity to one another throughout the MPCA.

PRESCRIBED BURN AT RATTLESNAKE RIDGE

- ] -
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RATTLESNAKE RIDGE MOUNTAIN BIKING J'RAlLS_
IMAGE CREDIT: BRYAN RUPAR s

SOURCE: NATURE CONSERVA_I;I
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RECREATION TYPES

A VARIETY OF EXPERIENCES

Hundreds of unique experiences await visitors in the Maumelle Pinnacles area,
with options for moving throughout on bike or on foot, in a hammock along the
Arkansas River, with a rod in hand, or among the trees with a pair of binoculars.
Approximately 129 miles of trails are ready to explore, whether experienced during
a swift mountain bike descent at Rattlesnake Ridge, or at a leisurely pace on a hike
overlooking Lake Maumelle. Your adventure can be tailored to include a stop for a
bite to eat during an extensive gravel ride, an ice cream cone after a long, hot hike,
or simply a quiet respite near the banks of the Little Maumelle River.

The area from the Big Dam Bridge to Vista Park at the west end of Lake
Maumelle includes almost 129 miles of existing trails!

e 73 MILES of soft surface + mountain bike trails
e 29 MILES of the Ouachita Trail

e 7.5 MILES of paved multi-use trails

¢ 13.5 MILES of water trails

e 6 MILES of on-road bicycle lanes

LINEAR RECREATION

Linear experiences in the MPCA involve movement along a trail, roadway, or
waterway. These include various levels of intensity and time: Backpackers may
invest multiple days on the Ouachita Trail for a relatively calm experience, while
mountain bikers will experience greater intensity in a much shorter window.
Adventurers on the water in a motorboat can go further and with less effort than a
kayaker.

RECREATION TYPES: LINEAR EXPERIENCES
Hiking, walking, trail running
Road, gravel, or mountain biking
Boating
Canoeing, kayaking, paddle boarding
Horseback riding
ATV riding (not allowed within the Phase 1 study area, but is allowed at
Ouachita National Forest)
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STATIONARY RECREATION

Some linear experiences culminate in a destination with a specific activity,
such as bank fishing, birdwatching or climbing. Others involve only parking
your vehicle, such as arriving at a playground or camping area. Some parking
areas double as trailheads serving as gateways to stationary recreation types,
and some need trails to deepen their connections to nearby, yet disconnected
recreation types.

RECREATION TYPES: STATIONARY (occurs within a particular area or the
activity is enjoyed while not traveling)
- Group gathering, picnicking, play
+ Fishing (bank, pack, boat)
Birding
+ Rock climbing
Camping (RV, tent/campground, primitive)
Hunting

RECREATING IN HARMONY

If linear experiences equate to “recreation along the way”, stationary
experiences can be described as “a unique activity in a unique place.”
Birdwatchers and fishermen alike benefit from a quiet riverbank and coexist
neatly together, and their experience may be punctuated by a passing trail
runner. Harmony doesn't always mean complete silence, but safety and
predictability for trail users. Many soft surface trails may accommodate
mountain bikers as well as hikers, if those on foot are aware that they may be
required to yield to an oncoming biker. Furthermore, hunting is allowed within
the Lake Maumelle Wildlife Management Area (WMA), comprising a significant
portion of the study area surrounding Lake Maumelle. While balancing hunting
with other recreation types can be challenging, MPCA partners strive to create
opportunities where such recreation types can coincide in harmony. While there
are few recurring conflicts among different recreation users in the Maumelle
Pinnacles Conservation Area, planning for coexistence amongst linear and
stationary recreation activities is of utmost importance as Central Arkansas
continues to experience growth.

BOATING AT LAKE MAUMELLE
IMAGE CREDIT: BRYAN RUPAR

DESIRED DESTINATIONS

To many visitors, nature itself is often the most sought-out destination, whether
a vista atop Pinnacle Mountain or Rattlesnake Ridge, unique views from the
Arkansas River of the East Quarry, the unique landscape of area’s glades, or
even cliff-dwelling ferns usually found among limestone and granite in arid
climates. Linear recreation serves as an accelerated overview as bikers, hikers
and boaters pass along greenways and blueways, and stationary activities
immerse visitors in the aura of a singular site. As west Pulaski County continues
to urbanize, an approach must be adopted balancing appropriate access to the
recreation opportunities in Maumelle Pinnacles area while safeguarding its
natural beauty and water quality.

DESTINATIONS OFTEN POPULAR WITH HIKERS INCLUDE
Overlooks, views, vistas
Water access
Waterfalls
Unique or notable habitats




FREQUENCY

Understanding visitation patterns, popular areas, and preferred recreation activities within the MPCA allows stakeholders to make informed decisions pertaining to
recreation planning. Two Rivers Park, Two Rivers Bridge at River Mountain Park, and Big Dam Bridge have the highest weekly and monthly visitation patterns, as well as a
high number of respondents indicating they attended 6-12 times per year. Vista Park, Bringle Creek and Sleepy Hollow Water Trail are the three least visited destinations.

RECREATION PREFERENCES

CHOOSE YOUR ADVENTURE

PUBLIC INPUT How often do you visit the following destinations
in the Maumelle Pinnacles area?

I weeky [l MoNTHLY [ 6-12 TIMES PER YEAR

Within the Maumelle Pinnacles Conservation Area visitors can hike, bike, view, relax, exercise, experience, gather, climb, float, boat, fish, hunt, and much more.

Bicyclists can experience a leisurely ride on paved trails at Two Rivers Park to the bridge at River Mountain Park, and down to the Big Dam Bridge, while
opportunities for more intense long-distance gravel and road cycling lie to the west on back roads. Intense cycling isn't only in remote areas: world-class mountain
biking can be found at Pinnacle Mountain State Park’s Monument Trails, as well as within the City’s River Mountain Park. Currently, most road and gravel riders
travel more than 20 miles in a single ride, making for an intense and long experience. Other groups, such as water users on paddle boards and canoes and kayaks
will spend surprising amounts of time on the water, sometimes more than 3 hours.

For stationary and linear recreation types alike, water, shade, restrooms, parking and wayfinding signage are the most requested amenities. These exist in some
capacity throughout the study area, yet gaps exist where users naturally expect these to be.

The MPCA Inventory Table on page 18 summarizes where these recreation types and their amenities can be found throughout the Maumelle Pinnacles Conservation
Area, and where they should be located in the future.

The following pages reflect the outcomes of a community survey aimed at understanding recreational use and desires in the MPCA, answered by over 1600
participants. Additional survey response data is located in Appendix B.

FISHING ALONG THE MAUMELLE RIVER AT PINNACLE
MOUNTAIN STATE PARK

BIG DAM BRIDGE

WEST SUMMIT TRAILHEAD - PINNACLE
MOUNTAIN STATE PARK

EAST SUMMIT TRAILHEAD -
PINNACLE MOUNTAIN STATE PARK

ARBORETUM - PINNACLE
MOUNTAIN STATE PARK

QUARRY & VISITOR CENTER -
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RANCH NORTH WOODS
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RATTLESNAKE RIDGE
BLUE MOUNTAIN

NATURAL STEPS SPORTS COMPLEX
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RIVER MOUNTAIN PARK
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MOUNTAIN BIKING TRAILS
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BRINGLE CREEK
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RECREATION
EXPERIENCE

PREFERRED SOCIAL EXPERIENCE
AND EXPERIENCE LEVEL RESPONSES

Understanding the experience levels and preferred social experiences
of visitors is another important component of an outdoor recreation
plan. Hiking/walking/trail running and camping were the two categories
wherein respondents indicated their high level of experience, revealing
the popularity of these two activities. Rock climbing, horseback riding
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and birdwatching emerged as the three most “niche” activities. Hunting
and birdwatching are the two most solitary experiences, and camping * 35% * 80/0 * ZI% * 210/0
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RECREATION DISTANCE + TIME

TOP 3 TIME AND DISTANCE RESPONSES BY ACTIVITY

The many activities and opportunities available within the MPCA require differing levels of commitment pertaining to distance. Many of the linear experiences such
as biking, hiking, and boating can involve many miles of travel, while other experiences are stationary such as fishing, camping, or rock climbing and are measured
in time dedicated for such an outing. Hiking, walking, or trail running respondents answered preferred distances of less than three miles and between 3-5 miles,
with 20% preferring hikes longer than 8 miles. Similarly, mountain biking has a relatively even spread amongst riders preferring shorter rides and other rides up to
20 miles in a single trip. Hiking to birdwatching areas or to hunting areas were also similar: most hike between 1-3 miles, with another 30% hiking less than 1 mile
to get to their preferred spot. Gravel riding and road cycling respondents prefer longer distances, with over 40% exceeding 20 miles in each category.
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BIKING

Synonymous with distance, many recreational activities available within the MPCA also required differing levels of commitment pertaining to time. Fishing
was the most time-intensive sport with 4+ hours regularly indicated spent on the water or bank while fishing, and informal gathering, canoing or sailing were
the largest recreation categories where users spent 2-3 hours. Additionally, many users spent 1-2 hours kayaking, canoeing, and paddle boarding as well as
informal gathering. The least time-intensive recreation activities (less than 1 hour) were birdwatching, rock climbing, and horseback riding. Camping was the
obvious outlier, with a minimum of one night spent recreating.
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HOW MUCH TIME DO YOU SPEND...
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ARRIVE
Parking
Orientation Signage

o .’ Concentrated Amenities
Accessible L

SITE ORGANIZATION Soci

INTENT

Access throughout the MPCA

is multimodal by nature:
multiple destinations may be
reached by multiple recreation
transportation options. For
example, after parking your car
at the Pinnacle Mountain West
Summit trailhead, the Arkansas
Arboretum may be reached

by a 1.3 mile-long trail. But if
you instead chose to put in a
canoe to experience the Little
Maumelle River Water Trail,
you would reach Ranch North
Woods after a 2.7 mile-long
float. On-road bicycle routes are

available as well: continuing north on Highway 300, along Barrett Road, or around the
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mountain and east to Two Rivers along Pinnacle Valley Road.

Creating designated space for these multiple recreation modes of transportation is paramount to overall recreation organization, but also to ensure ongoing user
safety. While water trails are mostly dependent on the Little Maumelle and Arkansas Rivers, proper planning for bicycle and pedestrian facility types around the
MPCA area will clearly communicate who should be using what facility. Pedestrians and wheelchair users are not meant to travel on Highway 300 or even Pinnacle
Valley Road; these bicycle lanes are reserved for experienced bicyclists. Unique facility types also require unique amenities, such as bicycle repair stations along
multi-use and mountain bike trails, but not hiking-only trails.

ARRIVAL SEQUENCE

The user experience begins at any park when they orient themselves to nearby recreation opportunities. Orienting features may exist as informational and directional

signage, accessible pathways, playgrounds, short loop trails, or other experiences. This results in a concentration of recreation options for ease of accessibility and
maximum social opportunities. Beginner-level experiences may extend short distances from the arrival point and include well-known points of interest, whereas higher-
intensity trails may take users to another park several miles away. Moving further into the park or natural area, visitors will experience trail loops or soft surface trails

that offer a more serene and sometimes more challenging environment.
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ACCESS POINT TYPES

MAJOR NODES

Destinations within the MPCA offer varying
intensities of use. Similarly to the way multi-use
pathways are designed for the highest diversity of
users and require a greater degree of investment,
Major Nodes provide the most diverse offerings
and may include commercial vendor sites.

These may be the site of an outfitter and provide
concessions with views of Lake Maumelle at
WestRock Landing and the Old Jolly Rogers

site, or a front-porch view of the Little Maumelle
valley. Major Nodes serve as starting points for
your adventure: boat launches may be available
in close proximity to a mountain biking or hiking
trail. Major Nodes may also exist along a trail and
function as the perfect rest point for a long bike
ride, hike, or sailing excursion.

PROPOSED MAJOR NODES INCLUDE:
Pinnacle Mountain Visitor Center
Pinnacle Mountain River View Center
River Mountain Park
WestRock Landing
Old Jolly Rogers Site

LHEAD AT PINNACLE MOUNTAIN'VISITOR CED

RECREATION HUBS

Recreation Hubs will have a smaller footprint
than Major Nodes, but the notoriety of its
attractions, including views, playgrounds, and
beautiful natural spaces necessitate adequate
parking as well as restrooms and drinking water
access. Two Rivers Park currently functions as
a recreation hub and additionally includes multi-
use trails, hiking, and boating access. Others
may have limited amenities currently but have
the potential to feature additional amenities in
the future at various capacities.

PROPOSED RECREATION HUBS INCLUDE:
Two Rivers Park
Ranch North Woods
Arkansas Arboretum at Pinnacle Mountain
State Park
Rattlesnake Ridge
Blue Mountain
Bufflehead Bay

Independent rest stops to provide restrooms,
water, and seating are proposed along the
route in areas where they are not supported at
Recreation Hubs.
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TRAILHEADS

The most basic access point, trailheads include
simple parking access and informational
signage, as well as seating, shade and water.
Loon Point and Vista Park are examples of
trailhead access points. Save for picnic tables
and some informational signage, parking areas
are the only sign of traditional development.
While some future Major Nodes will provide
direct access to solitary recreation amenities
such as the Ouachita Trail, hiking, birdwatching
and bank fishing, Trailheads will specialize in
these areas due to their remote location and
emphasis on minimizing human impact.

PROPOSED TRAILHEADS INCLUDE:
Pinnacle Valley Access
East Pinnacle Road
CAW Overlook
Loon Point
Gravel Access
Vista Park

FLOON POINT / FARKLEBERRY TRAIL

S0 N




ORGANIZING ACCESS POINTS

CURRENT AND FUTURE ACCESS POINTS

While some access points will be located at existing parks and trailheads, future locations will be oriented around a variety of natural features, with
consideration for commercial support services. Notable natural features within the MPCA are prime opportunities for new access points, including views of
water or peaks, or the convergence of two unique terrains. These visual touchpoints allow users to orient themselves within the area and decide where to go
next with the assistance of wayfinding signage.

AMENITIES

Survey respondents were asked which amenities were most important to them for a variety of recreation types. They were then asked whether those important
amenities were available throughout the MPCA. These responses are summarized in the table below. The recreation types that incorporate users’ most important
amenities include those associated with informal gathering, road cycling, mountain biking, and hiking. Amenities for activities that were indicated as lacking
throughout the MPCA include those associated with ATV riding camping, hunting, rock climbing, and gravel riding.

Are your preferred amenities available for the following activities?
-"".P\OGESS’ STAY ON ED

COMMERCIAL SUPPORT SERVICES

Major Nodes on State properties will be reserved for opportunities . .
or e propertes o7 9P R\ Qoo YES I 70 SOME DEGREE I o I UNKNOWN
outlined in the Natural State Initiative report providing . Q\P\ S e
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minimizing ecological impact and may occur on
City, County, CAW, or other agency properties.

LID + SUSTAINABILITY

When bringing the built environment into E

the natural, low impact development will

be utilized to ensure proper stewardship of

ecological attractions and resources within

the MPCA. Multiple strategies are available for

organizing a holistic recreation system. High

traffic multi-use pathways may be designed to .
capture stormwater runoff and mountain biking o
trails to reduce natural erosion caused by rainfall. %
Parking spaces at access points should feature
permeable pavement for groundwater capture, and
landscaping around commercial vendors should include

HUNTING

ROAD CYCLING
ROCK CLIMBING
ATV RIDING
CAMPING
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GRAVEL GRINDING/GRAVEL RIDING
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SAILING, BOATING, FISHING FROM A BOAT
KAYAKING, CANOEING, PADDLEBOARDING

rain gardens near structures to collect roof runoff. Even
buildings can be constructed with mass timber to reflect the
environment, with signature buildings featuring green roofs as

a unique and ecologically sensitive design element. Se, oo

°e oo
RO R L L
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PREFERRED AMENITIES

TOP 3 AMENITY PREFERENCES BY RECREATION TYPE

When bike and foot trail users were asked what specific amenities were most important for their preferred activity, three themes emerged: the need for clear
signage, markers and maps for wayfinding and navigation on trails indicating direction and destination distances, restrooms, and drinking water. When water-
based recreation respondents were asked a similar question, boat ramps and designated launch areas for canoes and kayaks, and sturdy docks and piers as well as
areas for bank fishing were the top responses. Trails were also top responses as connective amenities for other recreation types, such as bank fishing, birdwatching,
rock climbing and hunting.

HIKING
WALKING &
TRAIL RUNNING
Top Amenity: Clear
signage and markers
to navigate the trail

19.3%

Wayfinding

8%

Restrooms

43.3%

Drinking Water

FV(D

BIKING
Top Amenity: Clear

signage and markers

to navigate the trail

66.7%

Wayfinding

64.3%

Trail Maps

48.8%

Parking & Bike
Storage

Qs

GRAVEL RIDING
Top Amenity: Clear
signage and markers
to navigate the trail

96.3%

Wayfinding

91.4%

Trail Maps

44.9%

Parking & Bike
Storage

ROAD CYCLING
Top Amenity: Access
to restrooms

94.5%

Restrooms

1%

Wayfinding

49.8%

Drinking Water

- 4 - -

KAYAKING,
CANOEING OR
PADDLE
BOARDING

Top amenity: Easy
access to boat launch

80.4%

Easy Access to Water
for Boat Launch

98.9%

Restrooms

96.4%

Adequate Parking
for trailers

BANK OR PACK
FISHING

Top amenity:
Accessible fishing
piers

94.8%

Accessible Fishing
Piers

94.4%

Designated Bank
Fishing Areas

92.5%

Adequate Parking
for Trailers

SAILING
BOATING,
FISHING FROM
A BOAT

Top amenity: Easy
access to boat launch

69.9%

Easy Access to
Water for Boat
Launch

39.8%

Sturdy Dock for
Disembarking Boat

41.6%

Buoys and
Navigation

AN e °
4 v
— : )) ® . ® k
INFORMAL ROCK CLIMBING
GATHERING
Top Amenity: Access

to restrooms

83.6%

Restrooms

11.9%

Trash and
Recycling Bins

62.9%

Shelters
or Pavilions

HORSEBACK

Top Amenity: Access
to drinking water

94.2%

Drinking Water

49.2%

ATV

Top Amenity: Clear
and detailed trail
maps with difficulty
ratings

67.1%

Trail Maps

91.3%

Wayfinding

94.4%

Adequate Parking

Top Amenity: Well-

maintained pathways

leading to climbing

61.6%

Well-Maintained
Pathways

60.9%

Informational
Signage

96.2%

Seasonal
Workshops

"CL.

BIRDING

Top Amenity: Trail
maps indicating
birding hotspots and
marked trails

62.5%

Trail Maps

91.1%

Informational
Signage

48.8%

Designated
Quiet Areas

A

CAMPING
Top Amenity: Areas

with campfire ring or

grill for cooking

15.2%

Campfire Rings
or Grills

10.2%

Access to Hiking
Trails

63.9%

Restrooms
(with showers)

HUNTING

Top Amenity: Well-
maintained trails and
markers for navigation
of hunting areas

42.8%

Well-Maintained
Trails and Markers
of Hunting Areas

41.8%

Game Attractants

31.5%

Safety Zones
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BASIC TENETS

MOVING THROUGH SPACE
INTENT

Establishing an organized, safe, recognizable and state of the art trail system
to allow visitors to explore every cave and valley within the MPCA is the
uniting system guiding this visioning process. The plan fulfills the number
one priority of the 2006 Pulaski County Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan:
connecting the Ouachita Trail from the Quarry Trailhead at the former visitor
center (now the Riverview Center) to downtown by establishing a connection
through Ranch North Woods to Pinnacle Valley Road, which leads to the
Arkansas River Trail and the downtown districts of North Little Rock and Little
Rock. Connecting both downtowns to Talimena State Park in Oklahoma signals
Arkansas’ commitment to both preservation and cutting-edge recreation that
invites visitors from around the world.

New and invigorating experiences will be created in the rural transect, as
well. The proposed soft surface trails in the western edge of the MPCA along
the south side of the lake will create a soft surface trail system that will tie
into the Ouachita Trail and circle the entirety of Lake Maumelle. This presents
Ouachita Trail backpackers an opportunity to choose their desired route and
educators the opportunity for wilderness exploration right down the road. It
also opens new bank fishing and birdwatching opportunities along the way.

“MOVE THROUGH” OR “STOP & EXPLORE?”

Movement along trails defines the experience of the MPCA, whether hiking,
mountain biking, road cycling, trail running or floating on the Little Maumelle
Water Trail. Some trails lead to immersive activities such as fishing,
birdwatching, or rock climbing, with water playing a key role in uniting many
of these activities. Trails allow visitors to move through the region as well as
opportunities to stop and explore: a unique form of recreation that leads to
even more choices and moments of discovery. Different types of connectivity
impact the user’s experience and perception of the destination. On-road
bicycle routes allow cyclists to travel as fast as they like, making the route
itself the experience rather than reaching a specific destination. Other trails
are designed for slower travel, such as soft surface trails, which makes
arriving at a new trailhead a unique experience.
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URBAN VS. RURAL APPLICATIONS

The MPCA contains a variety of proximity to development, physical terrain,
soil types and interactive opportunities with water. Recreational trails and
parks are located within floodplains, on or around steep terrain, intersecting
at various points with more urban or more rural contexts depending on the
location. Generally as one travels west from River Mountain to Lake Maumelle,
development transitions from urban to more rural, and paved trails generally
give way to more soft surface trails as space expands for hiking and mountain
biking. In other areas such as River Mountain Park, hiking and mountain
biking trails are actively bringing nature into an otherwise urban area near
Interstate 430 and Highway 10. This plan establishes strategies for applying
the correct trail types according to its rural or urban application so that

urban trails may be brought into the MPCA in an inviting and environmentally
sustainable manner to connect many destinations, and conversely, to continue
bringing nature into urban areas with soft surface pathways.

SEPARATED

TRAIL TYPES

Utilizing the correct trail type for the corresponding
activity (such as hiking or road biking) and
conservation intent leads to proper compatible uses,
enhanced safety, and many options for users to
choose. Volume, speed, and surface material are all
considered when examining new trail locations.

MULTI-USE TRAILS & BOARDWALKS
Multi-use trails and boardwalks require a detailed
design and construction process and allow use

by the greatest diversity of travel modes, with
boardwalks providing access specifically in wet and
low-lying marshy areas. Although bicyclists can ride
here, they may have an unpleasant experience if
deck materials are not smooth.

SOFT SURFACE TRAILS

Soft surface hiking trails will vary depending on
their use: hiking trails permit large rocks and more
uneven terrain for travelers to navigate at a slower
pace, whereas beginner mountain biking trails will
mostly be dirt and/or crushed gravel. Blue and
black-rated mountain biking trails will feature more
rock features and challenging terrain. Opportunities
for gravel routes within the MPCA are located on
existing gravel roads in the southwest portion of the
study area.

Multi-Use Trail Plan-Section

Soft Surface Trail Plan-Section
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ON-STREET

FACILITY TYPES
ON-STREET APPLICATIONS

On-street facilities are suitable for bicyclists
only. Signed bike routes are on Highway
300 and portions of Pinnacle Valley Road,
occupying an important segment of the Big
Dam Bridge 100 annual ride. Bike lanes

can be found on Pinnacle Valley Road and
County Farm Road. While no sharrows
currently exist in the MPCA, these white
markers are painted on the road to indicate
that the road is to be shared with vehicles
and cyclists alike. Sharrows may be utilized
as temporary connections while multi-use
applications are being negotiated.

ACCESSIBLE TRAILS

Accessible trails can be either paved or
unpaved, allowing wheelchair access to
otherwise inaccessible destinations. Paved
accessible trails must be a minimum of
three feet wide (but should be wider for
comfort and if accommodating multiple
types of users) and are best suited for
applications with gradual descent or ascent
to a desired destination. Soft surface
accessible trails are constructed by laying
finely crushed gravel or other material

on a cleared dirt pathway allowing for
wheelchair access along flat or gently
rolling terrain.
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EXISTING TRAILHEADS
AND ACCESS POINTS

n BRINGLE CREEK TRAILHEAD
a SLEEPY HOLLOW TRAILHEAD
a VISTA POINT TRAILHEAD
n LOON POINT TRAILHEAD

B surrLEHEAD BAY TRAILHEAD

WESTROCK LANDING
ACCESS

BLUE MOUNTAIN TRAILHEAD
LUNDSFORD CORNER
ACCESS

RATTLESNAKE RIDGE
TRAILHEAD

PINNACLE MOUNTAIN WEST
SUMMIT TRAILHEAD

PINNACLE MOUNTAIN
VISITOR CENTER ACCESS

NATURAL STEPS SPORTS
COMPLEX

PINNACLE MOUNTAIN EAST
SUMMIT TRAILHEAD

QUACHITATRAL

m ARBORETUM ACCESS

RIVERVIEW CENTER
TRAILHEAD

RANCH NORTH WOODS
ACCESS

MAUMELLE PARK TRAILHEAD
fB) conNER PARK ACCESS
m TWO RIVERS PARK TRAILHEAD

BT RIVER MOUNTAIN TRAILHEAD

COOK'’S LANDING
TRAILHEAD

2] BIG DAM BRIDGE ACCESS
BE) MURRAY PARK TRAILHEAD
X} BURNS PARK WEST ACCESS
E REBSAMEN PARK ACCESS

m BURNS PARK EAST ACCESS
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The Maumelle Pinnacles Recreation Vision Master Plan reflects a shared vision for outdoor
recreation, conservation, and connectivity within the Maumelle Pinnacles Conservation Area
.-f'/ (\ among the following agencies: the Arkansas Office of Outdoor Recreation, Arkansas State Parks,
PR the Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission, Central Arkansas Water, the Nature Conservancy,
a the Arkansas Parks and Recreation Foundation, Arkansas Game & Fish Commission, Metroplan,
Pulaski County, and the City of Little Rock. Offering many ways to enjoy and move through the

/ |
37 H_KH ) \ natural environment, this plan is integrated into regional connectivity efforts.
The long-range study area includes The Recreation Vision Master Plan adds new
j approximately 55,000 acres from Big opportunities for recreation, observation, and interaction
i (
.y N

with nature; new access points into the open space
system; and expanded connectivity, including

MAUMELLE / Dam Bridge to Lake Sylvia in Perry

County.
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31 Miles of Proposed Soft Surface Trails

The area from the Big Dam Bridge

to Vista Park at the west end of Lake
Maumelle includes almost 129 miles of

existing trails!

17.2 Miles of Proposed Paved Trails

= EARMIRE

8.1 Miles of Proposed Long-Range Paved Trails
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PROJECT SEGMENTS

CONNECTIVITY ALIGNMENT
BIG DAM BRIDGE EZ} TO RIVER MOUNTAIN E3)

Comprised mainly of a former portion of River Mountain Road, the Arkansas River Trail extending from the
south side of the Big Dam Bridge to River Mountain is a scenic linear experience along the Arkansas River.
Some portions of the former roadbed are exposed to erosion along the river’s edge, and some maintenance
is required to eliminate weeds and plants growing through pavement. The crown of the road is still evident,
and at its widest the trail offers almost 28’ of dedicated bicycle and pedestrian pathway.

The future cross section of this segment includes three parallel paths to separate users and minimize
conflicts: a walking path with occasional overlooks/ fishing piers along the Arkansas River, a two-
directional bicycle path, and a parallel soft surface mountain bike path, allowing overflow parking at the
Big Dam Bridge when River Mountain Park parking is at capacity.

RIVER MOUNTAIN B To RANCH NORTH woobs (3
Connecting River Mountain to Ranch North Woods includes a variety of
project and facility types.
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Providing a connection from River Mountain to Rodney Parham North via
a multi-use trail provides a separated route that provides a continuous
route from the Arkansas River Trail to neighborhoods, schools, and goods
and services.

e et
RIVER MOUNTAIN PARKS e
Providing a second trail alignment through the most crowded portions s B S N
of Two Rivers Park will allow the separation of pedestrians and cyclists.
The park’s low-lying topography presents obstacles in permitting a
second paved path or widening the existing path, however, constructing
a boardwalk trail roughly parallel to the current alignment may be an
implementable solution to relieve overcrowding while minimizing impacts
to the natural environment.
IMAGE CREDIT: WENDY JORDAN/CRAFTON TULL
Utilizing existing bicycle lanes to move westward along County Farm
Road, this route crosses the Little Maumelle River on Pinnacle Valley
Drive. A final segment parallel to the railroad tracks is necessary to

complete the connection into Ranch North Woods. Pl
. TWO RIVERS PARK =

IMAGE CREDIT: CRAFTON TULL *
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RANCH NORTH woonsm TO ARKANSAS ARBORETUM

Ranch North Woods is a preservation area within the floodplain of the Little Maumelle River. It
offers hike-in canoe and kayak access as well as soft surface trails and boardwalks. Connecting
this beautiful preservation area to the Arkansas Arboretum will require the installation of
boardwalk through Ranch North Woods and Pinnacle Mountain State Park. Ample opportunity
exists along the way to highlight the unique and plentiful flora and fauna through educational
signage or stations designed along the boardwalk to stop and learn while resting and communing
with nature among the cypress trees.

RATTLESNAKE RIDGE n TO BLUE MOUNTAIN

Like the routes planned between Rattlesnake Ridge and Pinnacle Mountain, various soft
surface routes connect Rattlesnake Ridge to the third notable peak in the MPCA, Blue
Mountain. The combination of soft surface hiking and mountain biking trails planned and/
or constructed at Rattlesnake Ridge, Blue Mountain or Central Arkansas Water form a

chain to connect each area. Long-term, on-street and paved multi-use paths utilizing other
routes and potentially other properties should be considered. These additional routes would
provide universal access as well as expand users to include those on bicycles.

ARKANSAS ARBORETUM m TO PINNACLE MOUNTAIN VISITOR CENTER m
The 1.3-mile long multi-use trail between the Arkansas Arboretum to the Pinnacle Mountain State
Park Visitor Center will soon be open, offering a seamless connection to the 71-acre site and a
barrier-free interpretive trail. Many individuals are unaware of this gem and its representation of
Arkansas’ 6 major natural divisions. The trail itself traverses alongside the Little Maumelle River
in the shadow of Pinnacle Mountain and leads to the West Summit Trailhead, where restrooms,
water, picnic tables, the Little Maumelle River Trail float launch, and the Kingfisher Trail are
located. This trail, while shorter than previous segments, is expected to receive a high amount of
use due to the popularity of Pinnacle Mountain and the Monument Trails, located just east of the
Arboretum near the old quarry.

BLUE MOUNTAIN TO WESTROCK LANDING u

Planned trail connections between Blue Mountain and WestRock Landing are located north
of Highway 10, far enough from the roadway to feel remote, but close enough for emergency
vehicles to access should an accident occur. The proposed addition of a paved connection
measures approximately 2 miles, the perfect length for bicyclists to ride to enjoy food, drink,
and relaxation at WestRock Landing after a mountain biking excursion at Blue Mountain. The
challenge at this segment is constructing a multi-use trail with minimal impacts on the lake
and at grades that are comfortable to traverse by bike or by foot. “Did you know?” signage
should be considered on this trail to assist in educating visitors as to the expansive work
accomplished by Central Arkansas Water to ensure quality drinking water for the majority of

Pulaski County.
PINNACLE MOUNTAIN VISITOR CENTER m TO RATTLESNAKE RIDGE n

Routes between the Pinnacle Mountain State Park Visitor Center and Rattlesnake Ridge provide
a variety of experiences. Immediate and short-term connections include the continued use of

WESTROCK LANDING B TO OLD JOLLY ROGERS SITE

el SR e : i From WestRock Landing west to Highway 113, plans for immediate trails are soft surface
Barrett Road as an on-road signed bicycle route. A planned soft-surface hike and mountain bike ' and located on the north side of Highway 10 with a long-term proposal for a paved trail on
connection on Central Arkansas Water property from Highway 300 to WestRock Landing will K " : f 5 the south side of Highway 10 to connect future access points and provide a safer route for
cycling along Highway 10. Access to this trail would cross over Highway 10 near WestRock
Landing, continue westward, and would provide an additional crossing opportunity near Old
Jolly Rogers before proceeding west to Vista Park on the south side of the road.

provide connections to Rattlesnake Ridge and Blue Mountain. A long-term paved multi-use path
should be considered to provide a connection from Pinnacle Mountain to Blue Mountain, linking
all three Maumelle Pinnacles.

Soft surface trails on the north side of Highway 10 will be constructed to minimize impact

on drinking water caused by erosion while offering users beautiful views of Lake Maumelle.
An accessible paved trail loop is proposed immediately near the Old Jolly Rogers Site to
allow wheelchair users the ability to reach the low-lying banks of Lake Maumelle to fish. This
entire section measures nearly 3 miles long and includes fishing opportunities and a scenic
vista at Bufflehead Bay, fishing at Loon Point along the Farkleberry Trail, with even more
fishing at Old Jolly Rogers.
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OLD JOLLY ROGERS [& T0 VISTA PARK B}
Between the Old Jolly Rogers Marina and the Highway

10 bridge over Lake Maumelle lie more opportunities

for fishing along the proposed soft surface trail. At 4.1

miles, this is the longest segment of soft surface trail in

the MPCA and will present prime opportunities for trail

running and additional bank fishing opportunities with

one ideal segment for hike-in fishing. Accessible trails are

proposed immediately west of the Old Jolly Rogers Marina A o Tt
to allow wheelchair users to reach the low-lying banks of %ﬁ%;g;églfggf;%rﬁﬂ
Lake Maumelle to fish. This section terminates at Vista g U e

Park and offers beautiful views of Lake Maumelle. The

proposed long-term paved multi-use path from WestRock

Landing would include a crossing over Highway 10 to

provide access to Old Jolly Rogers. It will also continue

west toward Vista Park and the Highway 10 bridge over

Lake Maumelle.

e

VISTA PARK a TO HIGHWAY 113

Between Vista Park and Highway 113 are beautiful

views of the entirety of Lake Maumelle and fishing

spots. Currently the Ouachita Trail's most dangerous

segment, the trail merges with Highway 10 to cross the WEST ROCK LANDING
lake along a bridge and posing a significant safety risk et
for hikers traversing a narrow berm in close proximity ; o o) _ _
to passing cars. This section could provide a trail that _ _ _ ANy g el P i R T RN < &8 SRR W ' . |
parallels the highway on its west side before crossing : e RS : & ' XLy 7 ' N o [0 2% s '
underneath Highway 10, looping underneath at the bridge
and crossing to the east side before paralleling the east
side of the highway to the continuation of the Ouachita
Trail. This would provide hikers safe passage separated
from speeding vehicles, and ease of access for those who
wish to explore north of their parking spot at Vista Park.
Additional birdwatching opportunities may be found along
the potential bridge along the west side of the highway.

PROPOSED AMENITY

IMAGE CREDIT: JOSHUA KWEKEL
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A NATURAL STATE INITIATIVE

Established in 2023, the
Natural State Initiative (NSI)
Economic Opportunity Zones ; )
were created to encourage : g

private investment and : Airlart

enhance the visitor experience ey
; Sk R o

Naryral Steps

at four Arkansas State

Parks. In conjunction with - S et ‘
this initiative, the Arkansas : : -& 3
Tourism Development Incentive ' Tetal .

Program was amended to 3 L
provide increased sales '
and income tax credits for i Vi,

o mPath

businesses that open or expand

within these designated zones.

Just west of Arkansas’ ‘
capital city of Little Rock, e K “Satan”
Pinnacle Mountain stands )

as the centerpiece of this oL

geographically diverse state

park. A day-use park, Pinnacle Mountain offers a variety of outdoor adventures on the Big and Little Maumelle Rivers,
in the Arkansas Arboretum, and along over 33 miles of trails including more than 19 miles of challenging mountain
bike trails. Guests can hike to the top of the mountain, explore the rivers, enjoy a picnic, or take in one of the many
interpretive programs offered by park staff. Additional amenities include the new park visitor center and pavilions
that can be reserved for larger gatherings.

Brante Court Cantratigg,

Pinnacle Mountain State Park lies within a Natural State Initiative Opportunity Zone. The Zone includes the area
within the State Park boundary, plus the area extending one (1) mile immediately adjacent to the boundary. These
zones were created to drive growth of the outdoor economy. Eligible projects may qualify for state incentives and tax
credits, and projects may be located on privately owned land as a private venture or on State Park property operated
as a concessionaire.

62 | MAUMELLE PINNACLES RECREATION MASTER PLAN

SALES TAX CREDITS

e 15% in alow unemployment county
$150,000 minimum investment
» 25% in a high unemployment county

$50,000 minimum investment

ARKANSAS

STATE PARKS

Arkansas Department of
Parks, Heritage and Tourism

Office of Outdoor Recreation

Each NSI Economic Opportunity Zone includes land

within the park boundaries and an area extending one

mile immediately outside the park perimeter. The four
designated zones are Pinnacle Mountain State Park, Petit
Jean State Park, Delta Heritage Trail State Park, and Queen
Wilhelmina State Park. Qualifying projects may be located
either on privately owned land as a private venture or on
State Park property operated as a concessionaire, as long
as they fall within the designated zone.

@ FORT SMITH

&

QUEEN WILHELMINA
STATE PARK

ACTIVE OPPORTUNITY: BUTERFIEI.D HOUSE

@ BENTONVILLE

@ FAYETTEVILLE

PETIT JEAN
STATE PARK
'S PINNACLE MOUNTAIN

HOT SPRINGS STATE PARK

@ TEXARKANA

INCOME TAX CREDITS

o 4% of the total payroll of new, full-time permanent
employees
May be earned for a period of 5 years and carried
forward for up to 9 years.
Minimum payroll thresholds based upon the most
current Arkansas Incentive Tier Map*

PARAGOULD
()
©® JONESBORO
RUSSELLVILLE
&
el

é; LITTLE ROCK
°

DELTA HERITAGE

PINE BLUFF @ TRAIL STATE PARK
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PROJECT OUTCOMES

SYSTEMWIDE RECOMMENDATIONS

PROVIDE DRINKING WATER & RESTROOMS

Providing visitors with essential needs is ground zero for a holistic recreation system. Traditional or waterless restrooms are necessary to providing privacy for
users before, after, or even in the middle of their recreation experience. Specific locations have been indicated within the table on page 18. Similarly, potable water
should be located at predictable intervals at trailheads and along trails where possible.

EMPHASIZE MAJOR NODES FOR COMMERCIAL SERVICE VENDORS

In keeping with the Natural State Initiative report recommendations established in 2023, the MPCA will support the investment of capital by partnering with local
businesses to offer quality concessions at strategic park locations. An early and successful example of this is the opening of vendor space at the new Pinnacle
Mountain State Park Visitor Center. This document provides a starting point for exploring which high-visitation destinations in the system should be considered
as the next commercial service vendor, whether as a restaurant, outfitter, or even brewery. These generally occur at “Major Nodes"” indicated in Chapter 3: Access,
particularly since the somewhat remote location of several access points are not privately served by traditional convenience stores.
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PROPOSED AMENITY

INVEST IN SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION METHODS

To protect the natural environment, low impact development best practices
should be implemented at every trailhead. Permeable paving should be
implemented in parking lots, pathways, and other areas where human access
is required. Bioswales or rain gardens should be utilized to slow, reduce, and
cleanse runoff and encourage ground infiltration. Additionally, minimizing
site disturbance and maintaining existing vegetation during construction and
restoring native landscapes post construction provide additional ecological
benefit.

EXPAND CONNECTIVITY BEYOND VEHICULAR PARKING

In natural areas where parking expansion may not be feasible due to site

or related environmental constraints, expanding connectivity is a creative
solution to increasing access to beautiful destinations throughout the system.
Coler Preserve in Bentonville, Arkansas, is a prime example of this: a paved
trail extends less than a mile from the vehicular parking area to a beautiful
modernist coffee shop seamlessly nestled in the hillside where visitors

can relax and congregate around, and even on top of the shop. Signature
destinations throughout the system are primed for access by bike, foot, or
even floating, rather than relying solely on vehicular parking. Appropriate
amenities to secure bicycles, canoes, or kayaks should be provided at these
locations.
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STRATEGIZE PROGRESSIVE AMENITIES

The MPCA should feature world-class recreation opportunities connected by
world class trails, complemented by equally renowned supporting amenities.
Bicycle storage should feature covers for protection from the elements,

and floating piers at launch points should have identifiable areas to secure
watercraft. Fix-it stations for bicycles should be at access points as well as in
select remote trail segments to prevent users becoming stranded. Striving
for immersive experiences in nature can coexist with broadband technology
by incorporating hotspots at remote trailheads for safety purposes. Ideally, a
comprehensive MPCA user application would provide in-depth detail as to the
nearest amenities pertaining to their selected recreation types, such as docks for
floating and fishing, or water fountains for a backpacker or hiker.

UTILIZE WAYFINDING SIGNAGE TO ESTABLISH HIERARCHY

A complete study of wayfinding signage design, placement, distances from
various destinations, orientation and context-specific information will be
completed in Phase 2 to provide consistent user orientation throughout the
system. A hierarchy of destinations will be provided on each sign, including
nearest destinations, as well as the distances to the epicenters of the MPCA:
Pinnacle Mountain, Rattlesnake Ridge and Blue Mountain. Wayfinding signage
can be integrated with an official recreation system smartphone app to offer
educational, practical, or safety information that can be accessed with a QR code.

< Mahan
< Warehaus
< Market

4 Residences

WAYFINDING EXAMPLES




BRINGLE CREEK

OPPORTUNITIES

ARRIVAL ORIENTATION SIGNAGE
ACCESSIBLE TRAIL WITH CREEK VIEWS
NEW BANK FISHING AREAS
SEATING/PICNIC TABLES
INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE

EDUCATIONAL THEMES

CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP
OUTDOOR RECREATION

i ot :
- a®y . 3
SLEEPY HOLLOW

OPPORTUNITIES

UPGRADED FISHING PIER

IMPLEMENT DREDGING OPERATIONS
N  KAYAK/CANOE VENDING MACHINE

EDUCATIONAL THEMES

ECOSYSTEMS + LANDSCAPES
CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP

POINTS OF INTEREST

@ CYCLING @ BOATING @ PLAYGROUND

@ MTN. BIKING @ HORSEBACK RIDING @ PICNIC TABLES

9 BOAT LAUNCH @ HIKING @ TENT CAMPING

KAYAK/CANOE
@ BoNe e ROCK CLIMBING e SRDNATERNE

@ CANOEING Q ACCESS POINT @ HUNTING

9 FISHING @ PED. CROSSING ) PROP. ACCESS POINT

% KAYAKING @ SCENIC VIEWPOINT : ;gg: RESERYATION

LAKE MAUMELLE BRIDGE

OPPORTUNITIES

QUACHITA TRAIL SEPARATED BRIDGE

BIRDWATCHING PLATFORM
BANK FISHING

N\ W VISTA PARK

RECREATION ZONES

) WATER-RELATED ACTIVITIES

HIKING/MOUNTAIN BIKING

HUNTING (CAW), FISHING, OR BIRDING

ANHC-DESIGNATED NATURAL AREA

\ OPPORTUNITIES
PLAYGROUND

UPGRADED CROSSING TO OUACHITA TRAIL

PAVILION

EDUCATIONAL THEMES

DRINKING WATER PROTECTION
OUTDOOR RECREATION

RECREATIONAL CONNECTORS

EXISTING SOFT SURFACE TRAIL
PROPOSED SOFT SURFACE TRAIL

EXISTING PAVED SEPARATED TRAIL

= == = PROPOSED PAVED SEPARATED TRAIL

EXISTING ON-STREET ROUTE
PROPOSED ON-STREET ROUTE

= ACCESSIBLE FISHING TRAIL
we=s == === PROPOSED ACCESSIBLE FISHING TRAIL

@ @ ® & @ WATERTRAIL N

LOON POINT

OPPORTUNITIES
EXPANDED TRAIL LOOP

EDUCATIONAL THEMES

DRINKING WATER PROTECTION
CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP

BUFFLEHEAD BAY

OPPORTUNITIES

SECOND ACCESS POINT
(WEST END, MINOR TRAILHEAD)

FILL STATION
CONNECTOR TRAIL
EXPANDED BANK FISHING

EDUCATIONAL THEMES

DRINKING WATER PROTECTION
CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP
OUTDOOR RECREATION

&

<
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OLD JOLLY ROGERS SITE

OPPORTUNITIES

LEARNING HUB WITH OUTDOOR PROGRAMS

GATHERING SPACE/PAVILION

TRAIL CONNECTION FROM BLUE MTN. TO VISTA PARK

ADA FISHING PIER

ACCESSIBLE BANK FISHING TRAIL
WALK THRU 3D ARCHERY RANGE
AMPHITHEATER

RESTROOMS

EDUCATIONAL THEMES

DRINKING WATER PROTECTION
CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP
OUTDOOR RECREATION

PARKING, SIGNAGE, AND WATER BOTTLE

WEST ROCK LANDING

OPPORTUNITIES

NEW FISHING PIER

BOAT RAMP UPGRADES
BOAT WASH STATION
SANDWICH SHOP/DELI
OUTDOOR EATING SPACE
EXPANDED RESTROOMS
BIXE FIX-IT STATIONS
UPGRADED PARKING

TRAIL CONNECTION FROM BLUE MTN. TO VISTA PARK

EDUCATIONAL THEMES
DRINKING WATER PROTECTION
CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP
OUTDOOR RECREATION

LAKE MAUMELLE OVERLOOK

N

OPPORTUNITIES
VIEWING PLATFORM

INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE: EDUCATIONAL THEMES

WATER BOTTLE FILL STATION
SEATING

EDUCATIONAL THEMES

CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP

OUTDOOR RECREATION



BLUE MOUNTAIN NATURAL AREA

OPPORTUNITIES

SPECIES AND HABITAT PROTECTION AREA
INTERPRETIVE TRAIL SIGNAGE

EDUCATIONAL THEMES

CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP
FOREST MANAGEMENT
OUTDOOR RECREATION

POINTS OF INTEREST

@ CYCLING e BOATING @ PLAYGROUND
@ MTN. BIKING @ HORSEBACK RIDING % PICNIC TABLES
@BOM’ LAUNCH @HH{ING eTENT CAMPING

KAYAK /CANOE
@ T El ol @ ROCK CLIMBING @ BIRBSEHING

@CANGEING ancess POINT @HUNTING

6 FISHING @ PED. CROS5ING PROP. ACCESS POINT
PROP. OBSERVATION

@ KAYAKING @ SCENIC VIEWPOINT DECK

RECREATION ZONES
GATHERING
* ROCK CLIMBING
il § WATER-RELATED ACTIVITIES
HUNTING (CAW), FISHING, OR BIRDING
4 ANHC-DESIGNATED NATURAL AREA
HIKING/MOUNTAIN BIKING

RECREATIONAL CONNECTORS

EXISTING 50FT SURFACE TRAIL
PROPOSED SOFT SURFACE TRAIL

EXISTING PAVED SEPARATED TRAIL
= =m = PROPOSED PAVED SEPARATED TRAIL

EXISTING ON-STREET ROUTE
PROPOSED ON-STREET ROUTE

e ACCESSIBLE FISHING TRAIL
== m== === PROPOSED ACCESSIBLE FISHING TRAIL

@ ® @ & @ WATERTRAIL N

PINNACLE MTN.
CENTRAL ARKANSAS STATE PARK
WATER: EAST END VISITOR CENTER
OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES

HIKING/MOUNTAIN BIKING TRAILS
CONNECTION TO RATTLESNAKE
RIDGE, BLUE MOUNTAIN

MINOR TRAILHEAD: WATER BOTTLE
FILL STATION, SIGNAGE, AND SEATING
WILDERNESS OBSERVATION DECKS

EDUCATIONAL THEMES
DRINKING WATER PROTECTION
OUTDOOR RECREATION

RATTLESNAKE RIDGE
NATURAL AREA

OPPORTUNITIES

SPECIES AND HABITAT PROTECTION AREA
SMALL OUTDOOR EDUCATION AREA
WATER BOTTLE FILL STATION
INTERPRETIVE TRAIL SIGNAGE

EDUCATIONAL THEMES
CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP
FOREST MANAGEMENT
OUTDOOR RECREATION

EXPANDED CONCESSIONAIRE
BIKE FIX-IT STATION

EDUCATIONAL THEMES

ECOSYSTEMS + LANDSCAPES
CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP
CULTURE + HERITAGE

OUTDOOR RECREATION

Wi
N\
\\. :

PINNACLE MTN. EAST
SUMMIT TRAIL AND
EDUCATION POND

) \OPPORTUNITIES

% RESTROOMS
N\ SEATING

EDUCATIONAL THEMES

OUTDOOR RECREATION
ECOSYSTEMS + LANDSCAPES

A" CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP

i
.-'II f“l
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PINNACLE MTN. STATE PARK
RIVER VIEW CENTER

PINNACLE MTN.
BOAT RAMP

OPPORTUNITIES

PROPOSED TRAIL LOOP
UPGRADE CULTURAL SIGNAGE

EDUCATIONAL THEMES

OUTDOOR RECREATION
CULTURE + HERITAGE

RANCH NORTH WOODS

OPPORTUNITIES

MOUNTAIN BIKE RENTAL
CONCESSIONAIRES

OUTFITTER

NATURAL PLAYGROUND

QUARRY DECK OUTDOOR EATING AREA
MAN-MADE ROCK CLIMBING AREA
RENTAL LOCKERS

EDUCATIONAL THEMES

CULTURE + HERITAGE
OUTDOOR RECREATION

OPPORTUNITIES

e S

| PINNACLE MTN. piNnAcLE MTN. N0
WEST SUMMIT TRAIL | ARKANSAS ARBORETUM S8
. OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES B .'J:“_
.. KAYAK SHARE / KAYAK VENDING PAVILION
E-BIKE + ROAD BIKE)SHARE RESTROOMS JARE
EXPANDED PARKING
e ML EDUCATIONAL THEMES

OUTDOOR RECREATION
ECOSYSTEMS + LANDSCAPES
CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP

o

e ———

ECOSYSTEMS + LANDSCAPES
CONSERVATION. + STEWARDSHIP/‘\

.f ”\{\" 2

e

EDUCATIONAL SIGNAGE
BOARDWALK TRAIL
SMALL GATHERING SPACE

EDUCATIONAL THEMES
CONSERVATION + STEWARDSHIP

N ECOSYSTEMS + LANDSCAPES '
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TWO RIVERS PARK:
CITY OF LITTLE ROCK

TWO RIVERS PARK:
PULASKI COUNTY

OPPORTUNITIES

PAVILION FOR FARMER'S MARKET
PERMITTED POP-UP EVENTS
PERMITTED FOOD TRUCK AREA
OUTDOOR EDUCATION SPACE
PAVED TRAIL CONNECTION

EDUCATIONAL THEMES
OUTDOOR RECREATION

POINTS OF INTEREST

e CYCLING @ BOATING @ PLAYGROUND
@ rveine () Horsesack rioiwe @Y pionic TaBLES

e BOAT LAUNCH 6 HIKING @ TENT CAMPING

KAYAK/CANOE 9 e
@ LAUNCH ROCK CLIMBING BIRDWATCHING

@ CANOEING Q ACCESS POINT @ HUNTING

0 FISHING @ PED. CROSSING =} PROP. ACCESS POINT

& wvaxine @) scencviewpont (2 Frop FBSERVATIN

OPPORTUNITIES
NEW PEDESTRIAN BOARDWALK TRAIL

EDUCATIONAL THEMES
OUTDOOR RECREATION

RECREATION ZONES

GATHERING

I* ROCK CLIMBING
il § WATER-RELATED ACTIVITIES
HUNTING (CAW), FISHING, OR BIRDING
«  ANHC-DESIGNATED NATURAL AREA
I3 HIKING/MOUNTAIN BIKING

= == = PROPOSED PAVED SEPARATED TRAIL

J““JR]

RIVER MOUNTAIN PARK / \
TWO RIVERS BRIDGE

OPPORTUNITIES
) 'a% PAVED TRAIL CONNECTION TO RODNEY PARHAM ROAD
' N EXPANDED HIKING/MTN. BIKING TRAILS
.~ | EXPANDED OUTFITTER WITH BIKE + BOAT RENTALS

LS B RIDE, WALK, OR BOAT-IN CONCESSIONAIRE
RENTAL LOCKERS

EDUCATIONAL THEMES
OUTDOOR RECREATION =

RECREATIONAL CONNECTORS

s——  EXISTING SOFT SURFACE TRAIL
wes  msm s PROPOSED SOFT SURFACE TRAIL

EXISTING PAVED SEPARATED TRAIL

EXISTING ON-STREET ROUTE
PROPOSED ON-STREET ROUTE

ACCESSIBLE FISHING TRAIL
we=s == === PROPOSED ACCESSIBLE FISHING TRAIL

® @ & @& @ WATERTRAIL N

SITE PROGRAMMING RECOMMENDATIONS

BIG DAM BRIDGE TO PINNACLE VALLEY ROAD

RIVER MOUNTAIN PARK /

TWO RIVERS BRIDGE

Already a highly popular destination, River Mountain
Park has the necessary ingredients to become a
landmark recreation node similar to Coler Preserve,
with commercial services including a cafe, brewery, or
similar attraction. A multi-use connection to Rodney
Parham North is proposed, as well as expanded
outfitter space and rental lockers. Refer also to page
54 for details regarding the proposed connection
between River Mountain and Big Dam Bridge.

ROPOSED AMENITY

TWO RIVERS PARK: CITY OF LITTLE ROCK
Two Rivers Park (east side) is home to a well-loved and
highly trafficked multi-use trail, enjoyed by families, dog
walkers, and people riding bicycles. Much of this trail
wanders through wetlands and low-lying areas, making
its expansion to minimize user conflicts difficult. Adding a
second parallel trail consisting of a combination of on-
grade pavement and boardwalk through more sensitive
areas provides a chance to separate those on foot from
those on a bicycle.

>
[=
=
w
=
<
a
o
0
o
ol
o .
8
a -

TWO RIVERS PARK: PULASKI COUNTY

Two Rivers Park (west side) was once the home of the old
County Farm, now featuring move than 300 community
garden plots, numerous trails, a large inclusive
playground, restroom, and a pavilion. Proposed additions
include an additional pavilion that could house a farmers'’
market or other permitted pop-up events, a permitted
food truck area, outdoor education space, and additional
trail connections.

PROPOSED AMENITY

PROPOSED AMENITY

EXISTING AMENITY
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swale. fu the swale, plasits lier
prollutants amd show the flow of water,
Preventing theoding.

EXISTING AMENITY
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RANCH NORTH WOODS TO PINNACLE MOUNTAIN STATE PARK

RANCH NORTH WOODS

Ranch North Woods is known for its low-impact recreation opportunities

along the Little Maumelle River, including kayaking, canoing and a float-in
campground. Improvements to upgrade the waterfront trail to a boardwalk are
underway, and future amenities could include additional educational signage,
a small gathering area, and an additional connector trail to the south side of
Pinnacle Mountain State Park.

PINNACLE MTN. STATE PARK RIVER VIEW CENTER

With the new Visitor Center located further west along Highway 300, the

former building (River View Center) is equipped with the necessary amenities

to support new endeavors and programming opportunities, including
concessionaires, bicycle rental, and outfitter opportunities. Additional site
opportunities near the River View Center include a deck outdoor eating area and
a rock climbing and/or bouldering area.

PINNACLE MTN. STATE PARK BOAT RAMP

The boat ramp area near the River View Center includes a pavilion, boat launch,
fishing pier, kayak vending machine, restrooms, and playground. Additional
opportunities include upgraded interpretive signage depicting the Native American
activity and early European settlement of the site, Thomas Nuttall influence, and
the naming of the area by early explorers. Though the Ouachita Trail terminates at
the River View Center and passes in close proximity to the boat launch area, the
expansion of the trail to the pavilion then looping back to the River View Center can
create a short hiking opportunity and better integrate the two resources.

A

g
BOAT RAMP AT PINNACLE MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
IMAGE CREDIT: WENDY JORDAN/CRAFTON TULL

PINNACLE MTN. STATE PARK EAST SUMMIT TRAIL

The East Summit trailhead provides parking and a temporary restroom before
embarking on the trail up the rocky and challenging east side of Pinnacle
Mountain. The addition of a permanent restroom and additional seating are
recommended. The education pond offers fishing, open fields, and seating
opportunities and should remain as a fishing resource for the park.

PINNACLE MTN. STATE PARK ARKANSAS ARBORETUM

The Arkansas Arboretum features interpretive signage exploring Arkansas plants
and trees across the state’s ecoregions and is a popular walking area in the park. The
paved trail includes seating and access to smaller soft surface loops. Providing an
expanded parking area to accommodate more users is recommended as future multi-
use trails and mountain bike trails connect the Arboretum to the River View Center,
the West Summit Trail, and Ranch North Woods, making the Arboretum the central-
most hub within the park. Additional opportunities may include a pavilion near the
parking area and restroom facilities as the location grows to function as a trailhead.

PINNACLE MTN. STATE PARK WEST SUMMIT TRAIL

The West Summit Trail area is the busiest access area within the State Park. The
popular trailhead launches visitors up the busy West Summit Trail, across the Base
Trail, or to the paved Kingfisher Trail along the Little Maumelle River. It includes a
series of parking areas, a playground, restrooms, a kayak/canoe ramp and pavilions
and picnic areas. Additional opportunities include a kayak vending machine.

PINNACLE MTN. STATE PARK VISITOR CENTER

The new Visitor Center opened in November 2023 and features indoor and outdoor
interpretive areas exploring the natural and cultural history of the park, a gift shop,
restrooms, and a concessionaire space. The West Summit Trailhead entrance will be
consolidated with the Visitor Center entrance to form the park’s primary entrance.
New mountain bike trails depart from this center, and additional connections from
the Visitor Center to the Base Trail then to the Ouachita Trail will create a new route
for Quachita Trail users. A paved multi-use trail from the Visitor Center to the West
Summit Trailhead and on to the Arkansas Arboretum is in development. Additional
opportunities may include a bicycle fix-it station or and other support services. A
grade-separated crossing under Highway 300 via a concrete box culvert north of the
Visitor Center can connect the center to the hiking and mountain biking trails being
constructed by Central Arkansas Water that will provide a soft surface connection to
Rattlesnake Ridge and Blue Mountain Natural Areas.

PINNACLE MOUNTAIN STATE PARK TO BLUE MOUNTAIN NATURAL AREA

CENTRAL ARKANSAS WATER: EAST END

The east end of Central Arkansas Water's property currently has restricted access
south of the lake. With the addition of soft surface trails, hiking and mountain biking
connections will be formed adjoining the Pinnacle Mountain Visitor Center with the
Rattlesnake Ridge and Blue Mountain Natural Areas and will continue westward to
WestRock Landing. Future opportunities include a minor trail head (by foot or bike
only) with signage and seating near Highway 300 and include opportunities for two
vista / wilderness observation decks offering spectacular views of Lake Maumelle
and the three Maumelle Pinnacles while blending into the surrounding environment
and preserving the delicate ecosystems of the mountaintops.

RATTLESNAKE RIDGE NATURAL AREA

Rattlesnake Ridge is an Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission-designated Natural
Area and is the first of its kind to incorporate mountain bike trails. This destination
includes hiking and rock climbing, with future opportunities for additional
interpretive trail signage, a water bottle fill station, and a small outdoor education
space near its parking area. Its primary focus will continue to be a species and
habitat protection area, particularly within the glades atop the ridge.

BLUE MOUNTAIN NATURAL AREA

Blue Mountain is also an Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission-designated
Natural Area. This property’s primary focus is the protection of species and habitat
atop Blue Mountain. At lower elevations, beginner mountain bike trails traverse

the land. These mountain bike and hiking trails along the south side of Blue
Mountain connect to the trails along the south side of Rattlesnake Ridge, creating
an extensive soft surface network. Future opportunities may include additional
interpretive trail signage to highlight the area’s conservation and stewardship
efforts, forest management techniques, and balancing the coexistence of the natural
environment and outdoor recreation.

POTENTIAL GRAVEL ROUTES

An opportunity for a network of future gravel routes may be present utilizing
timber roads south of the Highway 10 corridor, stretching from the Blue
Mountain trailhead westward to Highway 9 in Perry County and further to the
Ouachita National Forest. Such a network could create three segments totaling
approximately 30 miles.

~ PROPOSED AMENITY
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PROPOSED AMENITY

'/ WILDERNESS OBSERVATION DECK:

SOUREE: UNSPLASH .= %

MULTI-USE TRAIL UNDERPASS
IMAGE CREDIT: CRAFTON-TULL.
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BLUE MOUNTAIN NATURAL AREA TO OLD JOLLY ROGERS SITE

LAKE MAUMELLE OVERLOOK

Immediately west of the Blue Mountain trailhead, at the crest of Highway 10,
lies the first views of the Lake Maumelle watershed from the Highway 10
corridor. Currently a gravel pull off area, this high point has the potential to be
developed into a gateway of the Lake Maumelle southern corridor. Opportunities
here include an overlook, seating, interpretive signage exploring watershed
protection and forest management, and a specialty water bottle fill station with
educational opportunities addressing the region’s water source.

WESTROCK LANDING

WestRock Landing is the primary water access area for Lake Maumelle, featuring
a boat launch, a small concessionaire, restrooms, docks, boat storage, a pier,
and fishing areas. A major destination for lake-goers, future opportunities for
WestRock include a new fishing pier, boat ramp upgrades, a boat wash station,

a sandwich shop/deli, outdoor eating space, expanded restrooms, a bike fix-it
station, and upgraded parking.
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BUFFLEHEAD BAY

Bufflehead Bay, immediately west of WestRock Landing, includes paved and soft
surface trails and is popular for fishing and bird watching. A birding platform

is located at the end of a short paved trail that includes seating for viewing or
fishing. A soft surface trail provides a loop to the top of a hill providing views

to the other Maumelle Pinnacles particularly during winter months. Future
opportunities include expanding the soft surface path westward, a second minor
trailhead with parking, signage, and a water fill station, and expanded bank
fishing areas.

LOON POINT

Loon Point offers a short soft surface out and back trail, bank fishing, bird-
watching opportunities, and lake views. The creation of a linear soft surface trail
connecting WestRock Landing to Vista Park provides an opportunity to create a
loop trail at Loon Point, doubling its current length.

OLD JOLLY ROGERS SITE

Redevelopment opportunities require continuing partnership with CAW to
develop conceptual uses, assess potential impacts, and seek required final
project approvals. Currently, such concepts include a learning hub with outdoor
programs, gathering spaces, pavilion(s), an accessible fishing pier, an accessible
bank fishing trail and loop along the soft surface connector trail, a walk-through
3D archery range, an amphitheater, and restrooms.
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OLD JOLLY ROGERS SITE TO BRINGLE CREEK

VISTA PARK

Vista Park is across Highway 10 from the Ouachita Trail, and it has picnic tables,
swings, and views from the lake's west end eastward toward the dam. Opportunities
here include additional play equipment, an upgraded crossing for the Quachita Trail,
and a pavilion.

HIGHWAY 10 / LAKE MAUMELLE BRIDGE

Currently, the Ouachita Trail enters the south side of Lake Maumelle from the south
side of Highway 113, just east of Highway 10. Trail users must cross the 1/4 mile
waterway by utilizing the Highway 10 bridge with no pedestrian accommodations and
no shoulder, or they must walk along the earthen embankment along the east side
until reaching the 130’ bridge span that must be crossed utilizing vehicular lanes until
reaching the east embankment on the south side of the bridge. The Ouachita Trail then
crosses from the east side of Highway 10 to the west side in the Vista Park area with
no crosswalk or pedestrian accommodations. The proposed upgrades to this water
crossing include a paved multi-use path that utilizes the east bank on the north end

of the bridge, then crosses to the west beneath the vehicular bridge, turns northward
to climb back up the embankment then curves 180 degrees to parallel Highway 10
continuing southward along the west side, bridging over the water and the lower trail
bridge before continuing southward toward to the bank. This western portion should
also include piers for fishing and bird watching.

SLEEPY HOLLOW

Sleepy Hollow is west of Lake Maumelle along the Maumelle River. It is home to the
only public boat launch, a kayak/canoe launch, picnic tables, and a fishing pier. Future
recreational opportunities include an upgraded fishing pier and a kayak/canoe vending
machine. Dredging in this area will help improve boat access from the launch to the
lake.

BRINGLE CREEK

At the western end of the initial study area, Bringle Creek contains a soft surface loop
and is used primarily for fishing, particularly during the white bass spring run, as
well as hiking and wildlife watching. Hunting is also allowed at Bringle Creek. Future
opportunities include arrival orientation signage, an accessible trail with creek views,
new bank fishing areas, seating, picnic tables, and interpretive signage.
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PROJECT LIST

SITE SPECIFIC + CRITICAL CONNECTIONS

SITE SPECIFIC: CRITICAL INTERCONNECTIVITY PROJECTS
Two impactful early projects have been identified to provide interconnectivity
or add a new recreation type to the MPCA's portfolio of offerings.

EASTERN CAW MULTI-USE TRAIL CORRIDOR

Central Arkansas Water's soft surface trails project has been partially
funded and will connect Pinnacle Mountain State Park to WestRock Landing,
tying to Rattlesnake Ridge and Blue Mountain Natural Areas along the

route while offering a diversity of experiences and lake views. Although the
distance between Blue Mountain trailhead and WestRock Landing is not
significant, the steep terrain between the two will require careful design to
accommodate a multi-use pathway with favorable grades and minimal site
disturbance.

GRAVEL ROUTE(S)

With the dramatic increase in gravel riding around the world, the MPCA can
become home to the first official series of gravel routes in Pulaski County
on Forestry Road to Highway 9, connecting the Blue Mountain to the Lake
Sylvia gravel route in the Quachita National Forest and providing a new
form of recreation in the corridor. Access agreements are recommended to
make this a reality. Blue Mountain Trailhead on the east end, a new trailhead
on Central Arkansas Water property, and Lake Sylvia on the west end can
provide access to a series of three 8-10 mile segments. See page 80 for
routes.

SITE SPECIFIC: INTERNAL SITE PROJECTS

INTERNAL SITE PROJECTS

Each property identified on the following page includes a list of potential
project opportunities to enhance recreational access and amenities. These
areas are classified in the table with a brief overview of each, with further
improvements detailed earlier in this chapter.
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SITE SPECIFIC: MAJOR EARLY TRAIL CROSSINGS

Three major early crossing projects will enhance access and demonstrate
MPCA'’s dedication to user safety and access. These are described below
from east to west.

LITTLE MAUMELLE RIVER CROSSING

Near the northernmost segment of the boardwalk connector between the
Pinnacle Mountain State Park near the Arboretum and Ranch North Woods
to the south, a significant bridge designed for bicyclists and pedestrians
will be required over the Little Maumelle River with adequate clearance for
those floating the river in a kayak or canoe.

HIGHWAY 300 CROSSING

To prioritize safety and user comfort while traveling east from Pinnacle
Mountain to access mountain bike trails along Central Arkansas Water
property to Rattlesnake Ridge and beyond, an underpass is proposed north
of the new visitor center underneath Highway 300 to connect existing and
future trails.

HIGHWAY 10 BRIDGE (LAKE MAUMELLE BAY)

The Highway 10 bridge at the west end of Lake Maumelle is a major barrier
to users of the Ouachita Trail. The construction of a parallel bridge for
bicyclists and pedestrians can ease this safety barrier as well as provide
additional birdwatching opportunities along the west side of the road.

PROJECT LIST: SITE SPECIFIC + CRITICAL CONNECTIONS
PROJECT

Critical Interconnectivity Projects (East to West)

East CAW Multi-Use Corridor: Blue

BT i s e Lt Design AR Parks and Recreation Foundation, CAW, OOR

Gravel Route(s) Approval Access agreements OOR

Internal Site Projects (East to West)

River Mountain Park Commercial vendor space, improvements City of Little Rock, OOR

Two Rivers Park Pavilion, Food Truck Court Pulaski County, OOR
Pinnacle Mountain State Park: River Programming, commercial vendor space ADPHT

View Center (Former) in progress, site improvements

Pinnacle Mountain State Park: Boat Launch Area River View Center to Boat Launch trail loop ADPHT
Pinnacle Mountain State Park: Arkansas Arboretum Pavilion, toilets, parking expansion ADPHT
Pinnacle Mountain State Park: East . .

Summit Trail and Education Pond Toilets, seating ADPHT
Butterfield House Renovation Renovation, commercial vendor space ADPHT

CAW: East End Wildlife viewing platform CAW
WestRock Landing Rehabilitation, expansion, redesign CAW, Operator

Programming, design, pavilion, fishing

Olie] ol Regers e pier, amphitheater, toilets

CAW, AGFC, OOR

Major Early Trail Crossings (East to West)

Little Maumelle River Crossing South Pinnacle Mountain State Park near Arboretum ADPHT, TNC
Highway 300 Tunnel North of visitors center into CAW property ADPHT, CAW, OOR
Highway 10 Bike Ped Bridge West end of Lake Maumelle OOR, ARDOT

Note: Projects mentioned herein are proposed as part of the MPCA Recreation Vision Master Plan and are not committed to funding until approved by the
appropriate agency governing body or board.

“Primary Project Partners” refer to agencies who should have a role in project coordination or in the application for grants and other funding opportunities.
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GRAVEL ROUTE(S) OPPORTUNITIES
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PROJECT LIST

TRAILS + CROSSINGS

CONNECTIVITY PROJECTS (EAST TO WEST)

The tables on the following pages list the phasing and
responsible party for each corridor project described in this plan.
Phasing is denoted as a numerical value between 1 and 6 with
the following timeframe assumptions:

Funded or in development: Not listed on the table
Phase 1: Immediate - 3 years

Phase 2: 3-5 years

Phase 3: 5-8 years

Phase 4: 8-12 years

Phase 5: 12-15 years

Phase 6: 15-20 years

Phasing is intented to demonstrate the order in which projects
should be implemented to maximize connectivity while allowing
time to plan and fund future projects. Project phasing may be
adjusted as project opportunities and funding sources become
available. Additionally, lead agency designations are provided for
acquisition and negotiation, construction, and maintenance roles.

CROSSING PROJECTS (EAST TO WEST)

The tables on the following pages list all trail crossings
anticipated as trails traverse public lands within the MPCA. Each
crossing is phased with the same assumptions for Connectivity
Projects (left) and includes lead agency designations for
acquisition and negotiation, construction, and maintenance roles.
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PROJECT LIST: TRAILS + CROSSINGS

TRAIL PROJECT (EAST TO WEST) DETAIL m PRIMARY PROJECT PARTNERS

Big Dam Bridge to River Mountain
River Mountain to N. Rodney Parham
Two Rivers Park: Trail Widening

Two Rivers Park: Boardwalk Trail

Ranch North Woods Through Trail

Pinnacle Mountain: Ranch North
Woods border to Arboretum

Pfeifer Connector Trail to City of Little Rock

Pfeifer Connector Trail to City of Little Rock
Pinnacle Mountain: Pinnacle Valley
from Boundary to PMSP Drive

Pinnacle Mountain: Pinnacle Valley
from PMSP Drive to Arboretum

Pinnacle Mountain Connector: Visitor
Center to Ouachita Trail and CAW Trail

CAW Connector Segment: Hwy 300
to Blue Mountain Trail (see map)

Blue Mountain to WestRock
Landing: Ph 1 Multi-Use Trail

WestRock Landing to Old Jolly
Rogers: Soft Surface

WestRock Landing to Old Jolly Rogers:
Long-Range Ph 2 Multi-Use Trail

Old Jolly Rogers to Vista Park: Soft Surface

Old Jolly Rogers to Vista Park: ADA Section

LRPR Trail User Separation
Connection from park to N Rodney Parham Bike Lanes
Two Rivers Bridge to proposed Boardwalk Trail
LRPR Trail User Separation

Trail Expansion to PMSP border

Trail Expansion from RNW border to
Arkansas Arboretum connector trail

Pinnacle Mtn State Park Property
Entergy, Street ROW
Road Widening for Bicycle Lanes

Separated paved multi-use trail

Utilizes portions of the OT and Base Trail to
connect the OT to the Visitor Center

Southern Route plus connection to Rattlesnake Ridge

Multi-Use Paved Trail

Utilizes a portion of Bufflehead Bay Trail; does
NOT include 1284" gabion structure

Long Range Phase 2

Does NOT include 489" gabion structure, bridge

Route includes a portion of a proposed
paved ADA-accessible fishing trail
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City of Little Rock, OOR
City of Little Rock, OOR
City of Little Rock
City of Little Rock
TNC
ADPHT
ADPHT
City of Little Rock, Pulaski Co, OOR
ADPHT / Pulaski County
ADPHT

ADPHT

CAW, AR Parks and
Recreation Foundation

CAW, AR Parks and
Recreation Foundation

CAW, AR Parks and Recreation
Foundation, OOR

CAW, AR Parks and Recreation
Foundation, OOR

CAW, AR Parks and Recreation
Foundation, OOR

CAW, AR Parks and Recreation
Foundation, OOR

TRAIL PROJECT (EAST TO WEST) DETAIL m PRIMARY PROJECT PARTNERS

Old Jolly Rogers to Vista Park: Long-
Range Ph 3 Multi-Use Trail

Hwy 10 Bridge to Hwy 113: Multi-Use Trail

River Mountain Parking Lot Crossing

Little Maumelle River Crossings near Ranch
North Woods & PMSP boundary

Little Maumelle River Crossing at Arkansas
Arboretum

Pinnacle Mountain State Park: Pinnacle Valley
Crossing at Pinnacle Mtn St Pk Dr

Highway 300 Box Culvert

Pinnacle Valley Road Crossing near Hwy 300

Ouachita Trail Crossing under Hwy 300 Bridge
at Pinnacle Mtn St Pk

Ouachita Trail Spillway Crossing at Natural
Steps Sports Complex

Long-Range: Crossing over Hwy 10 east of
WestRock Landing

Eastern Inlet Crossing

Long-Range: Crossing over Hwy 10 at Old Jolly
Rogers Site

Western Inlet Crossing
Hwy 10 Crossing at Vista Park
Hwy 10 Bike Ped Bridge over Lake Maumelle

Hwy 113 Crossing

Note: Projects mentioned herein are proposed as part of the MPCA Recreation Vision Master Plan and are not committed to funding until approved by the appropriate agency

Long Range Phase 3

Completes connection from Hwy 113 to
downtown Little Rock/North Little Rock

MTB Trailhead to Two Rivers Bridge

Requires additional culverts under trail
across low areas (quantity unknown)

16" wide Bike Ped Bridge
Crossing Pinnacle Valley Rd from River

View Center to Arboretum

North of visitors center into CAW
property + ARDOT coordination

Ouachita Trail crossing of Pinnacle
Valley Rd + ARDOT coordination
Ouachita Trail realignment + ARDOT coordination
Ouachita Trail realignment, 16" wide
Bike Ped Bridge over spillway
16" wide Bike Ped Bridge over Hwy
10 + ARDOT coordination
Near Loon Point; boardwalk with 95" bridge over inlet

16" wide Bike Ped Bridge over Hwy
10 + ARDOT coordination

Between Old Jolly Rogers and Vista Park

Upgraded crossing, relocated slightly
+ ARDOT coordination
16" wide Bike Ped Bridge + Trail across
bay + ARDOT coordination

Southbound lane crossing + ARDOT coordination

CAW, AR Parks and Recreation
Foundation, OOR

CAW, AR Parks and Recreation

2 Foundation, OOR

2 City of Little Rock

1 ADPHT, TNC, OOR

1 ADPHT

1 ADPHT

1 ADPHT

2 ADPHT

3 ADPHT

3 ADPHT, City of Little Rock

5 CAW, AR Parks and Recreation
Foundation, OOR

3 CAW, AR Parks and Recreation
Foundation, OOR

b CAW, AR Parks and Recreation
Foundation, OOR

4 CAW, AR Parks and Recreation
Foundation, OOR

: CAW, AR Parks and Recreation
Foundation, OOR

2 OOR, ADPHT, CAW, AR Parks

and Recreation Foundation
5 OOR

governing body or board. “Primary Project Partners” refer to agencies who should have a role in project coordination or in the application for grants and other funding

opportunities.
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DOCUMENTED SPECIES

NATURESERVE VIA ANHC

ANHC ELEMENTS OF SPECIAL CONCERN: MAUMELLE PINNACLES STUDY AREA

Source: NatureServe via ANHC

SPECIES: MAUMELLE PINNACLES STUDY AREA
Source: ANHC Documented Sites

Documented Species Informal Taxonomy State Status (S) | Global Status (G)

Documented Species Informal Taxonomy Rounded NatureServe Global Status

Noturus lachneri (Ouachita Madtom) Fishes - Freshwater and Anadromous, Bony, Cartilaginous; Lampreys G2: Imperiled Perimyotis subflavus (Tricolored Bat) Mammals 1: Critically Imperiled | G3G4: Vulnerable or Apparently Secure
Myotis septentrionalis (Northern Myotis) Mammals G2: Imperiled Carex arkansana (Arkansas Sedge) Monocots S1: Critically Imperiled | G4: Apparently Secure

Argynnis diana (Diana Fritillary) Butterflies and Skippers G2: Imperiled Marshallia caespitosa var. signata (Leafy Barbara's Buttons)  Dicots S1: Critically Imperiled | G4T4: Apparently Secure (species & subspecies)
Thalictrum arkansanum (Arkansas Meadowrue) Dicots G2: Imperiled Aimophila ruficeps (Rufous-Crowned Sparrow) Birds S1: Critically Imperiled | G5: Secure

Myotis lucifugus (Little Brown Myotis) Mammals G3: Vulnerable Carex willdenowii (Willdenow's Sedge) Monocots S1: Critically Imperiled | G5: Secure

Corynorhinus rafinesquii (Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat) Mammals G3: Vulnerable Pellaea wrightiana (Wright's Cliff-Brake) Ferns S1: Critically Imperiled| G5: Secure

Atractosteus spatula (Alligator Gar) Fishes - Freshwater and Anadromous, Bony, Cartilaginous; Lampreys G3: Vulnerable Arianops copelandi (Copeland's Mold Beetle) Insects S1: Critically Imperiled | GNR: Unranked

Myotis grisescens (Gray Myotis) Mammals G3: Vulnerable Carex gigantea (Giant Sedge) Monocots S1S2: Critically Imperiled or Imperiled | G4: Apparently Secure
Somatochlora ozarkensis (Ozark Emerald) Dragonflies and Damselflies G3: Vulnerable Schoenoplectus californicus (California Bulrush) Monocots S1S2: Critically Imperiled or Imperiled |5: Secure

Nemastylis nuttallii (Nuttall's Pleatleaf) Monocots G3: Vulnerable Carex decomposita (Cypress-Knee Sedge) Monocots S2: Imperiled | G3G4: Vulnerable or Apparently Secure
Cypripedium kentuckiense (Southern Lady's-slipper) Monocots G3: Vulnerable Crotaphytus collaris (Eastern Collared Lizard) Reptiles S2: Imperiled | G5: Secure

Carex decomposita (Cypress-knee Sedge) Monocots G3: Vulnerable Plantanthera permoena (Purple Fringeless Orchid)  Monocots S2: Imperiled | G5: Secure

Amsonia hubrichtii (Hubricht's Slimpod) Dicots G3: Vulnerable Gymnopogon brevifolius (Short-Leaf Skeleton Grass) Monocots S2: Imperiled | G5: Secure

Callirhoe bushii (Bush’'s Poppy-mallow) Dicots G3: Vulnerable Pseudacris streckeri (Strecker’'s Chorus Frog) Amphibians S2: Imperiled | G5: Secure

Sternula antillarum athalassos (Interior Least Tern) Birds T3: Vulnerable Lathyrus pusillus (Low Vetchling) Dicots S2: Imperiled | G5: Secure

Trillium pusillum var. ozarkanum (Ozark Least Trillium  Monocots T3: Vulnerable Xyris difformis var. difformis (Bog Yellow-Eyed-Grass) Monocots S2: Imperiled | G5T5: Secure (species & subspecies)

Liatris squarrosa var. compacta (Ouachita Blazingstar)  Dicots T3: Vulnerable Dryobius sexnotatus (Six-Banded Longhorn Beetle) Insects S2: Imperiled | GNR: Unranked

Centronyx henslowii (Henslow's Sparrow) Birds G4: Apparently Secure Argynnis diana (Diana Fritillary) Insects S2S3: Imperiled or Vulnerable | G2G3: Imperiled or Vulnerable
Anguilla rostrata (American Eel) Fishes - Freshwater and Anadromous Bony, Cartilaginous; Lampreys G4: Apparently Secure Spilogale putorius (Eastern Spotted Skunk) Mammals S2S3: Imperiled or Vulnerable | G4: Apparently Secure
Polyodon spathula (Paddlefish) Fishes - Freshwater and Anadromous Bony, Cartilaginous; Lampreys G4: Apparently Secure Crotalus atrox (Western Diamondback Rattlesnake) Reptiles S2S3: Imperiled or Vulnerable |G5: Secure

Haliaeetus leucocephalus (Bald Eagle) Birds GS: Secure Liatris compacta (Ouachita Blazing-Star) Dicots S3: Vulnerable | G3: Vulnerable

Polygala incarnata (Pink Milkwort) Dicots GS: Secure Amsonia hubrichtii (Ouachita Bluestar) Dicots S3: Vulnerable |G3: Vulnerable
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DOCUMENTED SPECIES

ANHC DOCUMENTED SITES

SPECIES: MAUMELLE PINNACLES STUDY AREA (CONTINUED)

Source: ANHC Documented Sites

Documented Species Informal Taxonomy State Status (S) | Global Status (G)

Trillium ozarkanum (Ozark Trillium) Monocots S3: Vulnerable | G3: Vulnerable

Amorpha ouachitensis (Ouachita Indigio-Bush) Dicots S3: Vulnerable | G3Q: Vulnerable (questionable taxonomy)

Strepthanus squamiformis (Arkansas Twistflower)  Dicots S3: Vulnerable | G3T3Q: Vulnerable (species & subspecies, questionable taxonomy)
Myotis austroriparius (Southeastern Bat) Mammals S3: Vulnerable | G4: Apparently Secure

Gratiola brevifolia (Sticky Hedge-Hyssop) Dicots S3: Vulnerable | G4: Apparently Secure

Toxolasma parvum (Lilliput) Bivalves S3: Vulnerable | G5: Secure

Uvularia perfoliata (Perfoliate Bellwort) Monocots S3: Vulnerable | G5: Secure

Lampsilis powellii (Arkansas Fatmucket) Dicots S3: Vulnerable | G3Q: Vulnerable (questionable taxonomy)

Limnothlypis swainsonii (Swainson’s Warbler) Birds S3B: Vulnerable (breeding) | G4: Apparently Secure

Sternula antillarum athalassos (Interior Least Tern) Birds S3B: Vulnerable (breeding) | G4T3Q: Apparently Secure (species & subspecies, questionable taxonomy)
Haliaeetus leucocephalus (Bald Eagle) Birds S3B, S4N: Vulnerable (breeding) or Apparently Secure (non-breeding) | G5: Secure

NATURESERVE VIA CRAFTON TULL

SPECIES

Source: Crafton Tull, NatureServe

Additional Species of Interest Informal Taxonomy State Status | Global Status

Manfreda virginica (False Aloe) Monocots SNR: Unranked | G5: Secure
Phemeranthus calycinus (Rock Pink) Dicots SNR: Unranked | G5: Secure
Yucca arkansana (Arkansas Yucca) Monocots S5: Secure | G5: Secure

Opuntia humifusa (Eastern Prickly-Pear Cactus) Dicots SNR: Unranked | G5: Secure
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RECREATION

FREQUENCY

Understanding visitation patterns, popular areas, and preferred recreation activities within the MPCA allows stakeholders to make informed decisions pertaining to
recreation planning. Two Rivers Park, Two Rivers Bridge at River Mountain Park, and Big Dam Bridge have the highest weekly and monthly visitation patterns, as
well as a high number of respondents indicating they attended 6-12 times per year. Vista Park, Bringle Creek and Sleepy Hollow Water Trail are the three least visited
destinations.

RECREATION

RECREATION EXPERIENCE

With several recreation experiences available in the MPCA, understanding the experience levels and preferred social experiences of visitors is another important
component of an outdoor recreation plan. Hiking/walking/trail running and camping were the two categories wherein respondents indicated their high level of
experience, revealing the popularity of these two activities. Rock climbing, horseback riding and birdwatching emerged as the three most “niche” activities within
the MPCA. Hunting and birdwatching are the two most solitary experiences, and the majority of other activities are preferred as experiences with one or two friends.
Camping and fishing are the most family-friendly experiences.

How often do you visit the following destinations in the Maumelle Pinnacles area? What is your level of experience with

each of the following activities?

What is your preferred social experience
with each of the following activities?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
. X 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Big Dam Bridge NN |
West Summit Trailhead - Pinnacle Mountain State Park [ EEEEEG—_—_— I Hiking, Walking, Trail Running | [ | Hiking, Walking, Trail Running [ |
East Summit Trailhead - Pinnacle Mountain State Park NI | Backpacking/Multi-Day Hiking [ I Backpacking/Multi-Day Hiking [ [
Arboretum - Pinnacle Mountain State Park [N | o
Mountain Biking | ] Mountain Biking | [
Quarry & Visitor Center - Pinnacle Mountain State Park NI |
Gravel Grinding/Gravel Riding |l e Gravel Grinding/Gravel Riding | ]
Ranch North Woods (William Kirsch Preserve) [l ] o/ g of g
Rattlesnake Ridge N I RoadCycling NN W Road Cycling I [
Blue Mountain I | Bank Fishing, Pack Fishing [N [ Bank Fishing, Pack Fishing | |
Natural Steps Sports Complex Il Sailing, Boating, Fishing from a Boat | I Sailing, Boating, Fishing from a Boat [l ||
Two Rivers Bridge at River Mountain Park I |
Kayaking, Canoeing, Paddle Boarding | I Kayaking, Canoeing, Paddle Boarding [l ]
Two Rivers Park I |
River Mountain Park Mountain Biking Trails IR ] Birding/Birdwatching [l L Birding/Birdwatching NS L
Little Maumelle River Water Trail I I Rock Climbing |l 1 Rock Climbing |l [ ]
Sleepy Hollow Water Trail [Nl ] Horseback Riding [l I Horseback Riding [l I
Vista Park [l | .
ATV Riding [N ATV Riding [ I
Bringle Creek [l s
. ing Campi —
WestRock Marina IS — Camping - amping 8
Bufflehead Bay Nl I Hunting | IEEEEEEN M Hunting | |
Loon Point Il I
W Experienced Intermediate/Beginner M By myself With 1 or 2 friends
B Weekly ® Monthly 6 - 12 times per year M Less than 6 times per year Never H Interested Not Interested/Does not apply to me m 3 or more friends With my children or family
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RECREATION

DISTANCE SPENT RECREATING

The many activities and opportunities available within the MPCA require differing levels of commitment pertaining to distance. Many of the linear experiences such
as biking, hiking, and boating can involve many miles of travel, while other experiences are stationary such as fishing, camping, or rock climbing and are measured
in time dedicated for such an outing. Hiking, walking, or trail running respondents answered preferred distances of less than three miles and between 3-5 miles,
with 20% preferring hikes longer than 8 miles. Similarly, mountain biking has a relatively even spread amongst riders preferring shorter rides and other rides up to
20 miles in a single trip. Hiking to birdwatching areas or to hunting areas were also similar: most hike between 1-3 miles, with another 30% hiking less than 1 mile
to get to their preferred spot. Gravel riding and road cycling respondents prefer longer distances, with over 40% exceeding 20 miles in each category.

What distance do you travel while you...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Hike, Walk, or Run on a Trail 3% 38% 40% 20%
Hike when Backpacking or on a Multi-Day Hike 19% 36% 22% 24%
Mountain Bike 17% 29% 30% 24%

Gravel Riding 23% 17% 15% 45%

Road Cycling 16% 19% 22% 3%

Horseback Riding 36% 31% 19% 14%

ATV Riding 23% 19% 14% 44%
Hike to Birdwatching Areas 30% 51% 15% 4%
Hike to Hunting Areas 33% 48% 10% 9%
Less than 1 mile M 1-3 miles OR < 3 miles M 3-5 miles OR < 5 miles M 5-8 miles, 5-10 miles, OR 5+ miles H 8-12 miles OR 8+ miles B> 10 miles M 10-15 miles H 12+ miles M 15-20 miles OR 15+ miles 20+ miles
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RECREATION

TIME SPENT RECREATING

Synonymous with distance, many recreational activities available within the MPCA also required differing levels of commitment pertaining to time. Fishing was the
most time-intensive sport with 4+ hours regularly indicated spent on the water or bank while fishing, and informal gathering, canoing or sailing were the largest
recreation categories where users spent 2-3 hours. Additionally, many users spent 1-2 hours kayaking, canoeing, and paddle boarding as well as informal gathering.
The least time-intensive recreation activities (less than 1 hour) were birdwatching, rock climbing, and horseback riding. Camping was the obvious outlier, with a
minimum of one night spent recreating.

How much time do you typically spend...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Bank Fishing or Pack Fishing 4% 31% 37% 28%
Sailing, Boating, or Fishing from a Boat 1% 15% 37% 46%
Kayaking, Canoeing, or Paddleboarding 4% 32% 33%

Informal Gathering 3% 26% 34% 21% 17%

w
=
I |

Birding / Birdwatching 37% 41% 17% 4%
Rock Climbing 22% 36% 24% 18%
Horseback Riding 19% 44% 28% 9%
Camping 9% 3%
Hunting during a single-day trip e} 16% 39% 42%
>1hour M 1-2hours OR > 2 hours M 2-3 hours OR 2-4 hours 3+hours MW3-5hours M4+hours MA full day 1 night 1-3 nights W 3-6 nights M A week or more M Does not Apply to Me
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RECREATION AMENITIES

ACCESSIBILITY

The MPCA strives to be an inclusive destination for all ages and abilities. Creating accessible spaces to allow impaired or disabled users to experience the natural
beauty of the area reinforces the agency partners’ commitment to equity. While nearly 30% of respondents indicated their current satisfaction with accessible
experiences in the MPCA, accessible restrooms, parking areas, and picnic areas are three amenities that received high numbers of responses. These are essential
considerations that must be implemented throughout the entire system at strategic trailheads. Other ideas that received some interest from survey respondents
include off-road wheelchairs, also known as track chairs, to allow wheelchair users to experience a soft surface trail in a new and exciting way.

What accessible experience would you like to see implemented in the
Maumelle Pinnacles area? Please select all that apply.

Hiking, Walking, Trail Running
Unknown/Not sure N - -~
Backpacking/Multi-Day Hiking
| am satisfied with current accessible experiences in the Maumelle Pinnacles Area || NN Mountain Biking
Gravel Grinding/Gravel Riding
Accessiblepicnic areas | -

Road Cycling
Sailing, Boating, Fishing from a Boat

Accessibe parking N -7 o |
Kayaking, Canoeing, Paddle Boarding

Informal Gatherin

aoamaps | - :
Birding/Birdwatching

Emergency stations with descriptive lights and text to speech capabilities

15.86%

Rock Climbing

Multisensory nature stations with tactile exhibits and audio descriptions of natural _ 17159 Horseback Riding
features ]

ATV Riding

Aucio gided tours | >

Hunting

Braille Trails 8.03%

0Off-Road Wheelchairs/Track Chairs

16.59%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%
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Survey respondents were asked which amenities were most important to them for a variety of recreation types. They were then asked whether those important
amenities were available throughout the MPCA. These responses are summarized in the table below. The recreation types that incorporate users’ most important
amenities include those associated with informal gathering, road cycling, mountain biking, and hiking. Amenities for activities that were indicated as lacking
throughout the MPCA include those associated with ATV riding camping, hunting, rock climbing, and gravel riding.

Are your preferred amenities available for the following activities?

| |
[ |
| .
[ I
I |
[ [
| I
[ I
I I
[ |
[ | |
| |
[ | .
I |
[ | |
HYes To some degree HENo Unknown
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AMENITIES

OTHER PREFERENCES

Some experiences present varying degrees of difficulty for users, and can be planned and designed to offer a variety of difficulty levels. When asked about hiking and
running trails in the MPCA, most users indicated that they would like to see more trails in general, more so than having easier or more difficult trails. When a similar
question was presented to mountain bikers, most responded in a similar way that they would like to see more mountain biking trails in general, but also more green/
beginner trails. Rock climbing as well saw a similar response: some indicated current satisfaction, but most responses want to see more routes installed for both
sport and bouldering. Additional information pertaining to camping preferences was also solicited. Most responded that they would like spots for tent camping, with
another high response rate for primitive or wilderness tent camping.

Q17. What are your preferences regarding mountain  Q57. What are your preferences regarding rock
biking difficulty in the Maumelle Pinnacles area? climbing difficulty in the Maumelle Pinnacles area?

| am satisfied with the current mountain biking - | am satisfied with current rock climbing levels
trails difficulty of difficulty

| would like to see more trails for mountain _
biking in general 1 would like to see more routes in general for _
both sport and bouldering
I would like to see more black/challenging I
trails

| would like to see less challenging routes for -
myself or my child

1 would like to see blue/intermediate trails _

| would like to see more challenging routes .

I would like to see more green/beginner trails _

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

Q6. What are your preferences regarding difficulty for
hiking or trail running in the Maumelle Pinnacles area?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Q72. What type of camping do you prefer?

g . S ee RV camping
| am satisfied with the current trails difficulty

| would like to see more trails in general
Tent camping at a campground

| would like to see less challenging or shorter
trails for myself or my child

I would like to see more challenging or longer Primitive tent camping

trails

0%  10%  20%  30%  40%  50%  60% 0% 10% 20% 30%  40% 50% 60% 70%
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AMENITIES

HIKING, WALKING, TRAIL RUNNING, AND MOUNTAIN BIKING

For amenities such as hiking, walking, and trail running, survey respondents indicated that clear signage and markers to navigate the trails was the most desired
amenity, closely followed by properly maintained restrooms or portable toilets. Kiosks and access to clean drinking water also scored highly.

For mountain biking, respondents indicated that they also most desired clear signage and markers for navigation. Trail maps with difficulty ratings placed second,
followed by adequate parking and bike racks and restroom facilities or portable toilets.

Q7. What are the most important hiking,
walking & trail running amenities to
you? Please select all that apply.

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Kiosks with maps, trail information,
and safety guidelines

Properly maintained restrooms or _
portable toilets for longer trails
Access to clean drinking water

Picnic spots to enjoy meals and
socialize during the journey

First aid boxes for minor injuries or
emergencies on the trail

Clear signage and markers to navigate _
the trail, indicating directions,...

Rest areas with benches or seating to
take a break, enjoy the view, or have...

Shaded areas or shelters for refuge
from sun or rain

Unknown/Not sure

Other (please specify)

Q18. What are the most important
mountain biking amenities to you?
Please select all that apply.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Adequate parking for cars and bike racks for
secure bike storage

Clear and detailed trail maps with difficulty _
ratings

Restroom facilities or portable toilets for
convenience

Access to potable water to fill water bottles

A kiosk with trail information, safety
guidelines, and current trail conditions

Clear signage and markers for navigation, _
especially at intersections
Stations with basic bike repair tools and an
air pump

Shaded shelters or rest areas at intervals
for breaks

Stocked first aid boxes at key points for
minor injuries

Mountain biking-specific features like
jumps, berms, and technical challenges to...

Unknown/Not sure

Other (please specify)
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AMENITIES

GRAVEL RIDING AND ROAD CYCLING

People experienced or interested in gravel riding indicated that their most desired amenities were clear signage and markers for navigation as well as clear and
detailed trail maps with difficulty ratings. The desire for increased parking as well as more restroom facilities was also communicated.

Road cyclists had similar desires as gravel riders, with more restroom facilities or portable toilets being the most desired amenity, followed by clear signage. Water
bottle fill stations was also a popular response, as well as increased parking and clear trail maps with difficulty ratings.

Q23. What are the most important gravel riding
amenities to you? Please select all that apply.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Adequate parking for cars and bike racks for
secure bike storage

Clear and detailed trail maps with difficulty _
ratings

Restroom facilities or portable toilets for
convenience

Access to potable water to fill water bottles

A kiosk with trail information, safety
guidelines, and current trail conditions

Clear signage and markers for navigation, _
especially at intersections
Stations with basic bike repair tools and an
air pump

Information about cell phone coverage and
emergency communication options in...

Stocked first aid boxes at key points for
minor injuries

Designated spots with scenic views,
encouraging cyclists to stop and appreciate...

Unknown/Not sure

Other (please specify)
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Q28. What are the most important road cycling
amenities to you? Please select all that apply.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Adequate parking for cars and bike racks
for secure bike storage

Clear and detailed trail maps with difficulty
ratings

Restroom facilities or portable toilets for _
convenience
Access to potable water to fill water bottles

A kiosk with trail information, safety
guidelines, and current trail conditions

Clear signage and markers for navigation,
especially at intersections

Stations with basic bike repair tools and an
air pump

Information about cell phone coverage and
emergency communication options in...

Stocked first aid boxes at key points for
minor injuries

Designated spots with scenic views,
encouraging cyclists to stop and...

Unknown/Not sure

Other (please specify)

AMENITIES

BANK FISHING, BOAT FISHING, PACK FISHING, SAILING, & BOATING
Bank fishers and pack fishers in Central Arkansas indicated in the survey that their most desired amenities were designated bank fishing opportunities and
accessible fishing piers or docks with room for multiple anglers. These top two responses were followed closely by designated areas to launch boats or canoes.

For sailing, boating, or fishing from a boat, individuals who took the survey indicated that a well-maintained boat ramp and a sturdy dock or pier were their most
desired amenities. Access to clean restrooms also placed highly on the survey results.

Q33. What are the most important bank
fishing or pack fishing amenities to
you? Please select all that apply.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Designated campsite with basic
components

Accessible fishing piers or docks with room
for multiple anglers

Designated bank fishing opportunities _

A designated area for launching boats or
canoes, if applicable

Stations for cleaning and preparing caught
fish

Bait and tackle shops for purchasing fishing
supplies

Information kiosk with fishing regulations,
local fishing tips, and current conditions.

Clearly marked trails for hike-in fishing
spots

Unknown/Not sure

Other (please specify)

Q38. What are the most important amenities
for sailing, boating, or fishing from a boat
to you? Please select all that apply.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

A well-maintained boat ramp for easy

launching and retrieving of electric motor _

boats

A sturdy dock or pier for boarding and
disembarking from the boat

Access to electrical hookups for charging
electric boat motors

Clear buoy markings and signage for safe
navigation

Electric boat charging stations or battery
replacement options on the water

Docks or designated areas for mooring
boats when exploring shoreside attractions

Nearby restaurants or cafes for
refreshments and dining during stops

Access to clean restrooms
Unknown/Not sure

Other (please specify)
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AMENITIES

KAYAKING, CANOEING, PADDLEBOARDING, & INFORMAL GATHERING

Individuals who kayak, canoe, or paddleboard indicated that designated boat launching areas and access to clean restrooms and changing facilities were the most
important amenities to them. There also was a desire for increased parking and designated areas to safely exit the water.

For informal gathering, amenities such as basic restroom facilities and trash receptacles placed highest in the survey results. Individuals also indicated a need for
shade from the sun as well as areas to sit.

Q43. What are the most important amenities

for kayaking, canoeing, or paddleboarding
to you? Please select all that apply.

A designated area with easy access to the
water for launching boats

Adequate parking for vehicles and trailers

Facilities for renting kayaks, canoes,

paddleboards, or tubes for those without...

Access to clean restrooms and changing
facilities

Signs with safety guidelines, river
conditions, and recommended routes

A designated area for safely exiting the
water at the end of the float

Shuttle services or transportation options

back to the starting point for those who...

Rental lockers for storing valuables and
personal items

Shaded areas with picnic tables for post-
float relaxation and meals

Proper waste disposal options to maintain
the cleanliness of the area

Unknown/Not sure

Other (please specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%
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90%

Q46. What are the most important
amenities for informal gathering to
you? Please select all that apply.

Benches, picnic tables, or Adirondack chairs

Shelters, pavilions, pergolas, or simple
awnings to protect visitors from the sun

Trash and recycling bins to maintain
cleanliness

Lighting such as solar-powered or low-
impact options for evening gatherings

Fire pits or fire rings

Basic restroom facilities or portable toilets

Outdoor art installations such as sculptures

that enhance the aesthetics of the natural...

Interactive play elements such as giant

chess sets, musical instruments or water...

Basic outdoor cooking options such as grills
for communal cooking

Expanded outdoor kitchen amenities such as
sinks and prep areas

Unknown/Not sure

Other (please specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

AMENITIES

BIRDWATCHING AND ROCK CLIMBING

When taking the survey, birdwatchers indicated that the two most important amenities were trail maps that indicate birding hotspots and information boards with

bird identification information. They also desired designated quiet areas as well as elevated decks for observation areas.

Individuals interested in rock climbing prioritized well-marked pathways leading to climbing areas and signage with information on climbing routes. Other amenities

that were important included seasonal workshops and training sessions and access to clean restrooms.

Q52. What are the most important birding/
birdwatching amenities to you?

Elevated decks for observation areas with
benches, platforms or blinds for bird...

Trail maps indicating birding hotspots and
marked bird-watching trails

Paved trails leading to observation areas
and blinds

Information boards with bird identification,
behavior, and seasonal guides

Strategically placed bird feeders to attract
and observe local species

Designated quiet areas to minimize noise
disturbance to birds and fellow birders

Mobile apps for bird identification, sightings,
and audio recordings

Wi-Fi access for uploading bird photos and
sharing sightings with the birding...

Opportunities for participation in citizen

science projects to collect data on bird...

Live bird cameras streaming views of bird
nests and feeders in real-time

Stations where visitors can rent or borrow
binoculars or spotting scopes

Unknown/Not sure

Other (please specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

70%

Q58. What are the most important
rock climbing amenities to you?

Well-marked and maintained pathways
leading to access points to climbing areas

Signage with information on climbing routes,
their difficulty ratings, and any restrictions

Signage with climbing safety guidelines,

route-specific warnings, and emergency...

Access to clean restrooms and changing
facilities at or near climbing areas

Proper waste disposal options to maintain

cleanliness and minimize environmental...

Mobile apps with route maps, climbing
conditions, and safety information

Information about cell phone coverage and
emergency communication options

Wi-Fi access for climbers who need
connectivity in the area

Seasonal workshops and training sessions

on rock climbing safety, techniques, and...

Unknown/Not sure

Other (please specify)
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AMENITIES

HORSEBACK RIDING AND ATV
When considering amenities for horseback riding, individuals interested indicated that drinking water stations and clear signage and markers for safe navigation
were the two most desired amenities. Many other amenities also ranked highly, such as access to clean restrooms and hitching rails for securing horses.

ATV riders in Central Arkansas indicated that clear and detailed trail maps as well as well-maintained signage and markers as their two most desired amenities. They
also expressed a desire for increased parking, access to clean restrooms, and proper waste disposal options.

Q64. What are the most important
horseback riding amenities to you?

Q69. What are the most important
ATV amenities to you?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Clear signage and markers for safe

navigation and trail identification _

Ample parking spaces with trailer
accommodations for equestrian vehicles

Adequate parking with designated spaces for
ATV trailers

Clear and detailed trail maps with difficulty _
ratings and safety information
Posts or hitching rails for securing horses

. Well-maintained signage and markers for
during breaks

safe navigation

Access to clean restrooms for riders Access to clean restrooms and changing
facilities at trailheads
Drinking water stations for both horses and

riders Proper waste disposal options to maintain

cleanliness
Mobile apps or GPS-enabled maps for riders
to navigate trails Mobile apps with GPS tracking for riders to

. . navigate the trails and share their location

Emergency beacon stations or signal
boosters for rider safety and communication Information about cell phone coverage and
emergency communication options in...

Disposal stations for horse waste . . .
An online reservation system for campsites

Long distance equestrian trails through a and trail use permits

variety of terrain Trail cameras to capture and monitor trail

Equestrian-friendly campgrounds with horse conditions and usage

corrals and accommodations Charging stations for electric ATVs as they

An online reservation system for campsites become more prevalent
and equestrian facilities
Unknown/Not sure
Unknown/Not sure

Other (please specify)
Other (please specify)
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AMENITIES

CAMPING AMENITIES

The most desired camping amenities were well-diversified, with many amenities garnering a large amount of votes. However, a designated area for campfires or
grilling and access to hiking trails placed the highest. Individuals also indicated that they desired amenities such as picnic tables, tent pads, modern restrooms, and
potable water hookups for drinking and cleaning.

Q75. What are the most important camping amenities to you?

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Outdoor kitchen equipped with grills, sinks, and prep areas for communal cooking...

A designated area with a campfire ring or grill for cooking and campfires, with... IILELIIEEEe
A picnic table for meal preparation and outdoor dining
Level and well-maintained tent pads for easy and comfortable setup
Access to bicycling (road, mountain biking, or gravel routes)
Access to swimming

Access to hiking trails |

Electrical hookups for RVs or campers, allowing for powered appliances
Potable water hookups for drinking and cleaning
Sewer hookups for disposing gray and black water from RVs, or dump stations
Modern restrooms with flushing toilets and showers for camper comfort
Cabin rentals
Camp store for purchasing essential supplies
Access to Wi-Fi for campers who need to stay connected
Recycling stations to encourage responsible waste disposal
Unknown/Not sure
Other (please specify)
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AMENITIES

HUNTING AMENITIES

When taking the survey, hunters indicated that their two most desired amenities were well-maintained trails and markers for navigation and strategically placed

game attractants. They also rated other amenities highly, such as designated safety zones, elevated or ground-level hunting blinds, and stations where hunters can
check-in with a QR code.

Q82. What are the most important hunting amenities to you?

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% ‘ q l t
Ll ,; ‘ _ - £%

Stations where hunters can check-in with a QR code, receive safety information, and
updates on hunting regulations

Designated safety zones with rules for safe and responsible hunting

Elevated or ground-level hunting blinds strategically placed for concealment and a
better view of game

Well-maintained trails and markers for navigation to and from hunting areas

E-bike or mountain bike accessibility to blinds or hunting areas from parking

Stations for safely storing bows, arrows, and other hunting gear

Strategically placed game attractants like food plots to improve hunting opportunities

Workshops or classes on bow hunting safety, ethics, and conservation practices

Unknown/Not sure

Other (please specify)
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