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NAME:   Robert H. Johnson House 
 
LOCATION: 5026 E. Crestwood Drive 
 
APPLICANT/AUTHORIZED AGENT: 
Megan Willmes    
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program      
1100 North Street,        
Little Rock, AR 72201      
 
OWNER: 
James R & Ruth Ann Johnson Family Revo Trust 
5026 Crestwood Drive 
Little Rock, AR 72207 

  

Figure 1. Robert H. Johnson House. 
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AREA: 0.41 acres   NUMBER OF LOTS: 1  WARD: 3 
 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: Near the Hillcrest Historic District 
 
HISTORIC STATUS: Surveyed as “Unknown” in 2006, PU8395 

   
CURRENT ZONING: R2, Single-Family & Heights Landscape Design Overlay District 
 
 
A. BACKGROUND 
 

Location 
The subject structure is located at 5026 E. Crestwood Drive. 

 
 

 
 

Figure 2. Location of the Robert H. Johnson House at 5026 E. Crestwood Drive. 
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B. PROPOSAL/REQUEST/APPLICANT’S STATEMENT: 
 
The application requests to nominate the Robert H. Jonson House to the National 
Register of Historic Places for local significance under Criterion C as a significant and 
intricate example of the Tudor Revival style. The area of significance is Architecture. 
The period of significance is 1926-27. The home was designed by H. Ray Burks, a 
prominent local architect of revival styles in the early 20th century. 

 
C. EXISTING CONDITIONS: 

 
See photos in Nomination (Attachment A). 
 

D. DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: 
  

None 
 
E.  NEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATIONS AND COMMENTS: 
 

All neighborhood associations registered with the City of Little Rock that surround 
the site were notified of the public hearing. 
 
At the time of distribution, there were no comments regarding this application. 
 

F. ANALYSIS:  
 
The Nomination’s Statement of Significance summary section states: 

“The Robert H. Johnson House at 5026 E. Crestwood Drive in Little Rock, Pulaski 
County, Arkansas, is an outstanding example of a high-style Tudor Revival residence 
in the city, where high-style examples are rare compared to the pared-down 
Storybook Tudor Revivals and single-story, all-brick Tudor Revival bungalows in the 
Hillcrest neighborhood. The house is located in the prosperous neighborhood of 
Prospect Terrace in the Pulaski Heights addition, which was developed as an 
automobile-friendly area for upper-middle class and wealthy white residents. The 
house was built by Robert H. and Martha (nee McCloy) Johnson in 1926 and 
completed in 1927. Rober and Martha both lived in the house until their respective 
deaths in 1965 and 1985. The house was designed by architect H. Ray Burks, a 
relative of Martha, and the Johnson family still owns the house to the present day. 

The Robert H. Johnson House is a significant, textbook example of the Tudor Revival 
style, with its half-timbering and stucco second story, oriel window with diamond 
panes and stained glass, stone lintels, casement windows in pairs and groups, a 
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jettied cross gable, steeply pitched roof, and decorative vergeboard. Thus, as 
significant and intricate example of the Tudor Revival architectural style, the Rober 
H. Johnson House is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places 
under Criterion C: Architecture and local significance.” 

The Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has set forth the “Arkansas Certified 
Local Government Procedures.” In Section V of this agreement, “Certified Local 
Governments Participation in the National Register Nomination Process,” Little Rock 
Historic District Commission’s role is identified:  

“B. CLG involvement in the National Register process  

1. Within 60 calendar days of receipt of the nomination, the CLG shall inform 
the AHPP by submission of a report (see section V-A) as to its opinion 
regarding the eligibility of the property.  The CLG shall also inform the 
property owner(s) using National Register criteria for evaluation, as to its 
opinion regarding the eligibility of the property.  
 

2. In the event a nomination is received by the AHPP before submission to the 
CLG, the AHPP will forward a copy of the completed nomination to the CLG 
within 30 calendar days of receipt.  

 
3. If both the commission and chief elected official recommend that a 

property not be nominated because it does not meet the National 
Register criteria for eligibility, the CLG will so inform the property owner(s) 
and the State Historic.  Preservation Officer, the property will then not be 
nominated unless an appeal is filed with the SHPO in accordance with 
appeal procedures outlined in 36 CFR 60.  Appeals must be received by 
the SHPO within 30 calendar days of the date the property owner receives 
notification by certified mail that the property has been determined 
ineligible for nomination by both the CLG and the Chief elected 
official.  This is in accordance with Section 101[c) 2 of the NHPA.  
 

4. If the commission or the chief elected official of the CLG recommend that 
a property should be nominated, the nomination will be scheduled for 
submission to the Arkansas State Review Board.  Scheduling will be in 
accordance with notification time constraints as set forth in 36 CFR Part 
60.  
 

5. The Arkansas State Review Board, after considering all opinions, 
including those of the commission and the chief elected official of the 
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CLG, shall make its recommendation to the State Historic Preservation 
Officer.  Either the local preservation commission or the chief elected 
official may appeal the SHPOs final decision.  
 

6. When a National Register nomination, that has been reviewed by a 
commission, is submitted to the National Park Service for review and 
listing, all reports or comments from the local officials will be submitted 
along with the nomination.  
 

7. The AHPP and the CLG will work together to provide ample opportunity 
for public participation in the nomination of properties to the National 
register. All reports submitted by the CLG to the AHPP regarding the 
eligibility of properties shall include assurances of public input.  The CLG 
shall retain a list of all persons contacted during the evaluation period 
and note comments that were received.  If a public meeting was held, a 
list of those attending shall be included in the report.” 

 

Staff finds the nomination meets the National Register criteria for eligibility in the 
National Register of Historic Places.  

The nomination is scheduled to be heard at the April 2, 2025 State Review Board 
meeting at the Division of Arkansas Heritage headquarters at 1100 North Street in 
Little Rock. 

G.  STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends an amendment to the nomination to name the site the “Martha 
and Robert H. Johnson House” rather than the Robert H. Johnson House. Martha 
Johnson’s association with the house is equally or more significant, especially 
considering her familial connection to the architect, H. Ray Burks.  

Staff recommends the nomination of the Robert H. Johnson House to the National 
Register of Historic Places for local significance under Criterion C and the 
submission of the nomination, inclusive of the amendment, to the State Review 
Board. 
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Attachment A 

Nomination 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




























































































