
November 7, 2024 
 

NR ITEM NO.:  THREE                                                                   FILE NO.: NR2024-007 
 
NAME:   West 14th Street Overpass 
 
LOCATION: W Daisy L. Gatson Bates Drive between Jones Street and Woodrow Street 
 
APPLICANT/AUTHORIZED AGENT: 
 
Ralph Wilcox    
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program      
1100 North Street,        
Little Rock, AR      
 
OWNER: 
City of Little Rock 
500 W Markham 
Little Rock, AR  
  

Figure 1. W 14th Street Overpass, 2024.  
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AREA: N/A   NUMBER OF LOTS : 0  WARD: 1 
 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: Near the Central High School Neighborhood Historic District  
 
HISTORIC STATUS: DOE May 27, 2020 

   
CURRENT ZONING: I2, Industrial; Central High Design Overlay District 
 
 
A. BACKGROUND 
 

Location 
The subject structure is located on W Daisy L Gatson Bates Drive between Jones 
Street and Woodrow Street 

 
 

Figure 2. Location of the W. 14th Street Overpass. 
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B. PROPOSAL/REQUEST/APPLICANT’S STATEMENT: 

 
The application requests to nominate the West 14th Street Overpass to the National 
Register of Historic Places for local significance under Criterion A for its association 
with the efforts during the twentieth century to provide updated highway 
infrastructure around the state. The area of significance is Transportation. The period 
of significance is 1936.  

 
C. EXISTING CONDITIONS: 

 
See photos in Nomination (Attachment A). 
 

D. DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: 
  

Public Works: Inspection reports for the bridge have not been acquired, and as a 
result, necessary improvements are currently undetermined.  For this reason, it is 
requested that the bridge not be nominated at this time in order to reduce the 
potential regulatory requirements that may increase cost and administrative burdens 
for maintenance and improvements. 

 
E.  NEIGHBORHOOD NOTIFICATIONS AND COMMENTS: 
 

All neighborhood associations registered with the City of Little Rock that surround 
the site were notified of the public hearing. 
 
At the time of distribution, there were no comments regarding this application. 
 

F. ANALYSIS:  
 
The Nomination’s Statement of Significance summary section states: 

“The West 14th Street Overpass, which was built in 1936 by the E.E. Barber 
Construction Company of Forth Smith, Arkansas, to carry West 14th Street over the 
Union Pacific (originally the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific and the Missouri Pacific) 
railroad line, is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion A: Transportation with local significance for its association with the efforts 
during the twentieth century to provide updated highway infrastructure around the 
state. The bridge also reflects the state’s efforts to provide safe and updated grade 
crossing separation in order to help to eliminate accidents between cars and trains 
at grade crossing. Even today, as an elevated crossing that carries 14th Street, a major 
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east-west street in Little Rock, over the railroad line on the historically western side 
of Little Rock, the West 14th Street Overpass is an important part of the area’s 
transportation infrastructure.” 

The Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has set forth the “Arkansas Certified 
Local Government Procedures.” In Section V of this agreement, “Certified Local 
Governments Participation in the National Register Nomination Process,” Little Rock 
Historic District Commission’s role is identified:  

“B. CLG involvement in the National Register process  

1. Within 60 calendar days of receipt of the nomination, the CLG shall inform 
the AHPP by submission of a report (see section V-A) as to its opinion 
regarding the eligibility of the property.  The CLG shall also inform the 
property owner(s) using National Register criteria for evaluation, as to its 
opinion regarding the eligibility of the property.  
 

2. In the event a nomination is received by the AHPP before submission to the 
CLG, the AHPP will forward a copy of the completed nomination to the CLG 
within 30 calendar days of receipt.  

 
3. If both the commission and chief elected official recommend that a 

property not be nominated because it does not meet the National 
Register criteria for eligibility, the CLG will so inform the property owner(s) 
and the State Historic.  Preservation Officer, the property will then not be 
nominated unless an appeal is filed with the SHPO in accordance with 
appeal procedures outlined in 36 CFR 60.  Appeals must be received by 
the SHPO within 30 calendar days of the date the property owner receives 
notification by certified mail that the property has been determined 
ineligible for nomination by both the CLG and the Chief elected 
official.  This is in accordance with Section 101[c) 2 of the NHPA.  
 

4. If the commission or the chief elected official of the CLG recommend that 
a property should be nominated, the nomination will be scheduled for 
submission to the Arkansas State Review Board.  Scheduling will be in 
accordance with notification time constraints as set forth in 36 CFR Part 
60.  
 

5. The Arkansas State Review Board, after considering all opinions, 
including those of the commission and the chief elected official of the 
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CLG, shall make its recommendation to the State Historic Preservation 
Officer.  Either the local preservation commission or the chief elected 
official may appeal the SHPOs final decision.  
 

6. When a National Register nomination, that has been reviewed by a 
commission, is submitted to the National Park Service for review and 
listing, all reports or comments from the local officials will be submitted 
along with the nomination.  
 

7. The AHPP and the CLG will work together to provide ample opportunity 
for public participation in the nomination of properties to the National 
register. All reports submitted by the CLG to the AHPP regarding the 
eligibility of properties shall include assurances of public input.  The CLG 
shall retain a list of all persons contacted during the evaluation period 
and note comments that were received.  If a public meeting was held, a 
list of those attending shall be included in the report.” 

Staff finds the nomination meets the National Register criteria for eligibility in the 
National Register of Historic Places.  

The nomination is scheduled to be heard at the December 4th, 2024 State Review 
Board meeting. 

G.  STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends the nomination of the West 14th Street Overpass meets the criteria 
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places for local significance under 
Criterion A and the submission of the nomination to the State Review Board. 
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Attachment A 

Nomination 
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT  

723 West Markham Street 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-1334 

Phone: (501) 371-4790     Fax:(501) 399-3435 
www.littlerock.gov  

 

  
CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION REVIEW  
  
Name and Address of property:  
W 14th Street between Jones Street and Woodrow Street, Little Rock, AR, 72204 
  
Name of Owner:  
City of Little Rock 
500 W. Markham, 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
  
Project Sponsor:  
Ralph Wilcox, Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
  
CLG Name:  
City of Little Rock, Arkansas  
  
Date of Public Hearing by CLG:  
November 7, 2024 
  
Applicable Criteria:  
__√__ Criterion A (Historic Events)  
  
____ Criterion B (Important Person)  
  
____ Criterion C (Architecture)  
  
_____ Criterion D (Archaeological)  
  
The Little Rock Historic District Commission hereby recommends the above stated property for 
nomination. 
  
Attest:  
  
___________________________   _________________________  
Chair      Date  
 
 __________________________   _________________________  
Secretary/Staff     Date 


