April 3, 2025

ITEMNO.: 2 FILE NO.: HDC2025-005

NAME: 1420 Commerce Street - Certificate of Appropriateness
LOCATION: 1420 Commerce Street, Little Rock, AR 72201

OWNER/AUTHORIZED AGENT:

Gabe Holmstrom, CPA OZ Investments LLC
2102 Louisiana Street
Little Rock, AR 72206

Figure 1. 1420 Commerce Street, Little Rock, 2025.



April 3, 2025

ITEMNO.: 2

FILE NO.: HDC2025-005

AREA: 0.10 acres NUMBER OF LOTS: 1

HISTORIC DISTRICT: MacArthur Park Historic District

HISTORIC STATUS: Contributing

CURRENT ZONING: R4A - Low Density Residential

WARD: 1

A. PROPOSAL/REQUEST/APPLICANT’S STATEMENT:

The application seeks retroactive approval for the installation of two skylights, front
porch handrail, and front porch lighting. Additionally, the application proposes the

installation of rear yard privacy fencing.

BACKGROUND

Location

The subject property is located at
1420 S. Commerce Street. The
property’s legal descriptionis “Lot 8,
Block 54, Original City of Little Rock,
Pulaski County, Arkansas”.

Context

The subject property is the site of the
structure at 1420 S. Commerce
Street, a single-story wood frame
dwelling constructed as a residence
circa 1910 in the Folk Victorian style.
This residence is the last of originally
three Folk Victorian residences on
the 1400 block of Commerce Street.
The other two residences were
demolished in c. 1970 and 1994. In
2012, the structure was determined
to be in violation of the City of Little
Rock minimum housing code and
was identified as unsafe and vacant.
The property has been vacant and on
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the UNV list since then. The current Figure 2. 1420 S. Commerce located in MacArthur Park Historic District.

property owner has applied for and
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been issued relevant permits for the restoration of the structure and is concurrently
pursuing state and federal historic tax credits. The structure is Contributing the
MacArthur Park Historic District and the most recent Arkansas Architectural Resource
Form (PU2966, 2007) is provided as Attachment C.

Development History

The residence is single-story, wood frame structure that is supported by an enclosed
brick pier foundation, enclosed with wood weatherboard siding, and topped by a
pyramidal architectural shingle roof with front facing and side facing gables. A half front
porch sits against the front facing gable, is supported by a parged brick foundation,
concrete floor, and thin wood support columns with concrete steps leading up to the
entrance. The porch columns and arched brackets are thought to be unoriginal to the
structure and are considered a historic modification. The porch is covered by a low-
pitched shed roof. The front entrance includes a nine-pane wood door flanked by full
view sidelights. The residence displays primarily one-over-one wood windows with the
addition of a six-over-one front gable wood window and a vinyl replacement window on
the rear elevation. The structure contains simplified architectural detailing reflective of
its folk house form. Non-historic modifications to the residence include a full view
replacement window at the rear of the north elevation, the addition of a skylight to the
rear shed roof form and a rear wood deck (see Attachment A).

The residence is thought to have been constructed in c. 1910 and first appears in the
1913 series of the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for Little Rock as a frame dwelling with
wood shake roof, an open front porch covered by a non-combustible material—likely
metal—an open back porch and closed back room covered by wood shake (Figure 3).
Except for the replacement of roofing materials from wood shake and metal to
composite shingles by 1939, the structure remained largely unaltered up to 1960
(Figures 4-6). Sometime between 1978 and 2011, the front porch support elements were
altered and railings were installed.

Previous Action

OnJuly 4, 2024, a COC (HDC 2024-021) was issued to CPA Oz Investments LLC for
exterior repairs, reroof, non-historic rear deck removal, and gutter installation.

On November 4, 2016, a COC (HDC2016-042) was issued to Cleveland Thomas for
siding repair.

On December 16, 2014, a COC (HDC2014-033) was issued to Cleveland Thomas of
various exterior design repairs.
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On December 16, 2014, a COC (HDC2014-033) was issued to Cleveland Thomas for
repairs to siding, windows, roofing, soffits and fascia, and porch.

On February 11, 2011, a COC (HDC2011-001) was issued to Cleveland Thomas for
various exterior design repairs.

No additional previous actions were found on this site.

Sanborn Maps & Aerials:

Figure 3. 1420 Commerce, Sanborn Maps, 1913, Sheet 202. Figure 4. 1420 Commerce, Sanborn Maps, 1939, Sheet 46.

Figure 5. 1420 Commerce, Sanborn Maps, 1950, Sheet 46. Figure 6. 1420 Commerce, 1960 aerial image.

Figure 7. 1420 Commerce,
1998 aerial image.
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Historic Photographs:

Figure 8. 1420 Commerce front and south facades, looking
northwest. Photo from 1978 Quapaw Quarter Architectural
Survey.

C. EXISTING CONDITIONS:

See site photos (Attachment A) and application packet (Attachment B). The application
packet includes cover letter, application, site plan, and product sheets and
specifications, etc.

D. NEIGHBORHOOD COMMENTS:

The time of distribution, there were no comments regarding this application.

All owners of properties located within 200 feet of the site and all neighborhood
associations registered with the City of Little Rock that surround the site were notified of
the public hearing.
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E. ANALYSIS:
Skylight Installation

The application proposes to install two skylights near and one the south gable end,
one rectangular-shaped skylight on the south-facing roof slope and one tubular
skylight on the west-facing side gable roof slope. Both skylights are located on roof
slopes that are minimally visible from public right-of-way. The south-facing skylight
is aluminum and 21 inches x 45 % inches with laminated low-E3 glass. The west-
facing skylight is acrylic and 10 inches in diameter, with an elevated profile. The
skylights bring light into the attic space that has been converted into a half-story
loft.

Staff finds the installation of the two skylights to be consistent with the Design
Guidelines, specifically Guideline 4.26(9). The proposed roof alterations do not
alter the front facade and do not destroy historic materials, features, or spatial
relationships that characterize the property. The roof alterations are differentiated
and compatible with the historic roof form and do not threaten the structure’s
historic integrity.

Staff finds the proposal is consistent with the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation, specifically Standard 9: “New additions, exterior alterations, or
related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial
relationships that characterize the property. The new work will be differentiated
from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale
and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its
environment.”

Rear Privacy Fence

The application proposes the installation of a four-foot-tall, solid, traditional wood
privacy fence with vertical boards located primarily in the rear yard. Starting at the
rear northwest corner of the structure, the fence will follow the property line west
to the rear alley, then follow the property line east around a parking area, and
following the south property line east to the front southeast corner of the front
porch.

Staff finds the installation of the backyard fence to be mostly consistent with the
Design Guidelines, specifically Guideline 9.19 (3) and (6). The proposed privacy
fence is inconsistent with Guideline 9.19 (5) regarding location as rear yard fences
should not exceed a point halfway down the side fagade of the building.
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Guideline 9.19 (5) allows privacy fences up to a height of six (6) feet and the
proposed hieght is four (4) feet. To be consistent with the Design Guidelines, staff
recommends the relocation of the proposed privacy fence to a point halfway down
the south fagade, ideally behind the side gable form.

Staff finds the proposalis consistent with the SOI Standards, specifically Standard
9: “New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible
with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to
protect the integrity of the property and its environment.”

Porch Light

The application proposes the installation of an exterior lighting fixture at the
entryway of the front porch. Suspended in front of the front door, the fixture is a
pendant light, traditionalin design, and features beveled glass.

Staff finds the installation of the exterior lighting fixture to be consistent with the
Design Guidelines, specifically Guideline 9.22(1) and (3). No documentary,
physical, or pictorial evidence exists of the previous historic porch lighting. The
proposed new lighting is compatible with the age, style, and character of the
building and is still differentiated from the original historic materials and elements
present. The lighting color and intensity is in accordance with the standards.

Staff finds the proposal is consistent with the SOl Standards, specifically Standard
9: “New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible
with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to
protect the integrity of the property and its environment.”

Porch Step Handrail

The application proposes the installation of one black, metal handrail on the right
side of the front porch steps. The handrail is required by building code. Staff finds
the installation of the porch step handrail consistent with Guideline 4.13(7), as the
handrail is simple and subordinate in design and compatible with the historic
attributes of the property.

Staff finds the proposalis consistent with the SOI Standards, specifically Standard
9: “New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy
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historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the
property. The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible
with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to
protect the integrity of the property and its environment.”

F. STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends the approval of the application, as submitted, with the following
conditions:

1. Therearyard fence will not encroach into the front yard beyond a point
halfway down the side facades of the structure and the existing fence
section will be removed.
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Attachment A: Site Photos

Figure 9. 1420 S. Commerce, east and
north elevations, 2025.

Figure 10. 1420 S. Commerce, east and
south elevations, 2025.
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Figure 11. 1420 S. Commerce, west
and south elevations, 2025.

Figure 12. 1420 S. Commerce, east
(rear) elevation, 2025.
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Figure 13. 1420 S. Commerce, west
and south elevations, 2025.

Figure 14. 1420 S. Commerce,
south elevation new skylights,
2025.
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Attachment B: Application Packet
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CPA OZ Investments
1420 Commerce St.
479-409-3329

February 6, 2025

Little Rock Historic District Commission
Little Rock, AR

Subject: Request for Certificate of Appropriateness - 1420 Commerce St.
To: Little Rock Historic District Commission,

This letter constitutes a formal request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for proposed
improvements at my property located at 1420 Commerce St., Little Rock, AR.

[ am requesting permission to install a 4-foot tall wood fence in my backyard. The proposed
location and design are indicated on the attached survey. I believe this fence will enhance the
privacy and usability of my backyard while remaining in keeping with the character of the
historic district.

In addition to the fence, I am also requesting permission to install two skylights. One skylight is
proposed for the south-facing roof and the other for the west-facing roof. These skylights are
intended to provide additional natural light to the upstairs living space. Photographs of the
existing roof and the proposed skylight locations are attached for your review. I have also
included specifications for the skylights themselves.

I believe these improvements will enhance the functionality and livability of my home while
respecting the historical integrity of the property and the surrounding neighborhood. I am
confident that the proposed fence and skylights will not negatively impact the historical character
of the district.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request. I am available to discuss these
proposals further at your convenience and welcome any feedback you may have. 1 look forward
to your response.

Sincerely,

HAA
S _‘\
Gabe Holmstrom



City of Little Rock

Department of Planning and Development
723 West Markham Street
Litlle Rock, Arkansas 72201-1334
G AN Phone: (501) 371-4790 Fax: (501) 371-4546
DEPARTMENT OF www littlerack.gov
PLANNING &
DEVELOPMENT

APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

Address of Property: /L[ Z- o (_& Mo ¢ f‘((

Legal Description of Property:

530 oL N34 o F (o &

Owner/Agent (Printed Name): ( p A‘ & 2 Ir}v/ffllh(' %f

Owner /Agent Street, City, State, & Zip: 2t 0 2 CC9 Hestanmg
Owner /Agent Phone Number: 419 ’(’/04 =~ %3 Zq
Owner /Agent Email: fi.b ‘. Ad N s'}n\(@/ﬁ«{ e / (S

Name of Applicant as it WI|| appear on all correspondence and in Staff report:

Brief Project D?S/mtron

,q; Qa L/ 'A/uay/ rr’mc( 45 fno/efc/f/ &)7%454,1/047',
aofol Fea oL 51‘(\, Cts'w[s Y4 w?ﬂL anA 50‘4{1\ fwm‘g
L} lo’{( o) 'C reg

Estimated Cost of Improvements: _.ﬂ 3 f oe

Zoning Classification: Is the proposedc@ ;e,? ted use? " DVE;—WE

Signature of Owner or Agent:

NOTE: Sheuld there be changes during construction (design, materials, size, etc.) from the approved COA, the applicant shall notify
Historic District Commission Staff immediately to allow Staff to review the changes. Approval by the Commission does not excuse the
applicant or property from complying with other applicable codes, ordinances, or policies of the City. Responsibility for identifying
such codes, ordinances, or policies rests with the owner or authorized agent.

DO NOT FILL IN - FOR STAFF USE ONLY
Application Date: HDC File #

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION DOCKETED at 4:00 p.m.
LITTLE ROCK HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION ACTION:

__DENIED _ WITHDRAWN __ APPROVED __ APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS __ SEE ATTACHED CONDITIONS
DOCUMENTING OFFICIAL SIGNATURE: DATE:

DATE OF EXPIRATION {according to Ordinance No. 22,338):

Historic District.docx Page 50f 7 revised 5/2/2024
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What can we help you find? Q ,
Shop All Appliances Bathroom Building Supplies Flooring Lown & Garden Lighting Outdoor Tools Plumbing Doors & Windows Crganization Up
£ C. Dallas Lowe's 10PM ~ [ 75209 v
Prices, Promotions, styles, and availability may vary. Our local stores do not honor enline pricing. Prices and availability of preducts ond services

are subject to change without notice. Errors will be corrected where discovered, and Lowe's reserves the right to revoke any stated offer and to
correct any errors, inaccuracies or omissions including after an order has been submitted.

Windows & Doors | Windows [ Skylights & Accessories [ Tubular Skylights




$219.00

Bestseller

VELUX TSR 10-in x 48-in Acrylic Rigid Self-flashing Aluminum Tubular Skylight

Iterr #361367 | Model # TSR 010 0000R

Shop VELUX

o HOF e Ty 43 v 155

e Purchased 1 time
&L» Lact Purchased Sep 16, 2024 | Gty 1

$219 .00

m Congratulations you're pre-approved View Offer
$175.20 Save 20% when you open and use o new account. Up to $100 discount. Learn How

8y Buy Now, Pay Later
Pay  $1977 with 12 monthly poyments. Learn How

Pickup

Delivery
Averlable Neorby

Assoon as Sot, Feb 8
2 Avallable

&) Out of Stock at €. Dallas Lowe's
Check Stores

@ 1in Stock at Mesquite Lowe's (12) miles
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION

The South 30 feet of the North 36 feet of Lot 8, Block 54, ORIGINAL CITY OF LITTLE
ROCK, Pulaski County, Arkansas.

N

wating,
SOISTRR 4,

For Use & Benefit of: CPA OZ Invesiments

; %
§ %
£/ _ %E
Date of Survey: May 21, 2024 .41 § 5
Scale: 1" =20 Eat! PO
Property Address: 1420 Commerce Street y g
Ay
\‘.s-

Pt X
i NN

This Is to certlfy that the above described land has bean surveyed, The corners are marked as shown and are in
accordance with existing monuments in the area. Survey makes no statement concerning flood status of property
unless otherwise stated. THIS SURVEY IS CERTIFIED TO AND LIMITED TO THE PARTIES SHOWN HEREON.









G R




April 3, 2025

ITEMNO.: 2 FILE NO.: HDC2025-005

Attachment C: PU2966

13



ARKANSAS ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES FORM

ARKANSAS
HISTORIC 1. Resource Number: ’PM|2ﬂ¢é| |
PRESERVATION
PROGRAM 2. Survey Number:
3. District Name: N Y Y A
4. Contributing/Non-Contributing: |
ABOVE FOR AHPP USE ONLY
5. Date Recorded: |O|5 / (6 / O?‘
GENERAL DATA 6.Recorded By:  |T1 |HEI] 1PIUE | |

L]

7. Historic Name: Hoostel A+ |0l Solodh € oimmerie S
8. AtenateName:  NIJIA L 1L L LI L]

9. Quad Map: Wo

10. Geographic Location: S LU\_[ TQ[\_LM R \L?,_m

11. UTM Coordinates: Z | lJ‘ﬁ E 6@@@5[ N %ml

12. Town/Nearest Community; Iuﬁﬂ,l\'fel |p-VDCM‘| I Y B

13. Street Address/Directions to Resource: |\4FTZ—O QIQW‘fM QJDW\IMYICI'CL J
lEPJﬂrf/f/rTIIIIl||i|||1i|[|||||||||||||||

||l|l1||Ililllllllflflll|||'||Zipgl?+20|2‘ |

14. Street Name: Sioddh C.Oommelriclel SHMereH | | | ] |
15. Owner. CILENVELAND MIMOMAISI | | [ [ [ 1| 1]
16. Owner Address: HYZIO S COMNERCE | | | |zip |T12]20]2

17. Owner Phone Number: (K 7kl) T3S - [R5
18. Informant Name & Phone Number: |P |DL|F\|S |F‘|[| iC[OJ |A~|SS [E]S|S DIR| |
(BIOI ) 13410] - 611110

DESCRIPTIVE DATA

19. Use/Original: |D L1O I Other:

20. Use/Present: 0 [ ]O| l Other:
0101-Single Family Dwelling 0102-Multi-Family Dwelling 0301-General Retail Store
0308-Bank 0401-Church 0601-School 9800-Structure Aban/Unocc. 9900-Other

March 2001



21. Setting: @ Other:
1-Rural, Undisturbed  2-Rural, Built-Up  3-Urban Encroachment 4-Small Town 5-Urban
9-Other
22 Threats to Property: [2—[ Other:
1-None/Property Stable ~ 2-Neglect/Deterioration  5-Private Development
7-Urban Encroachment  9-Other
23. Total Number of Site Features: 00 o[

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

(e.g. concrete walls, ponds, statuary)

Total Number of Ancillary Structures: |O[OQ]
(e.g. outbuildings, etc.)

Style Influence: Primary: 08 Secondary: |  Other:

O71-Plain/Traditional ~ 04-Greek Revival 05-Italianate  09-Queen Anne/Eastlake  10-Classical Revival
15-Craftsman 19-Art Modeme  24-English Revival  25-Colonial Revival 26-American Foursquare
21-Standard Commercial 19" Century ~ 22-Standard Commercial 20" Century 18-Art Deco  99-Other

Plan: l Q Other:

07-One Room/single-pen 03-Double-pen  04-Dogtrot ~ 05-Single Pile w/Central Hall
07-Rectangular ~ 08-Square 09-Irreqular 11-T-shaped 12-L-shaped  99-Other

Height (Stories): Ol Other:
01-One 02-One & One-Half 03-Two 04-Two & One-Half 99-Other
Basement/Cellar: @ Other:

1-Full 2-Partial 3-No Cellar 8-Unknown 9-Other

Wings and/or Projections: A 1O \ B Cc Other:

01-Rear Shed  02-RearL 03-RearT  04-Side  05-Prow 08-Bay Projection  99-Other

Construction: A 0‘0] B | Other:

01-Log 06-Frame 07-Box 08-Brick 09-Stone 12-Reinforced Concrete 99-Other

Wall Material/Original: A |O|Q| B | | | Other:

Wall Material/Present: A O|f?j B | | | Other

01-Log 02-Weatherboard 03-Novelty Siding 04-Board/Battern 05-Brick 09-Synthetic Siding
10-Stucco 12-Cut Stone 13-Field Stone 14-Asbestos 97-Unknown  99-Other

Roof Type(s): A [Ol0] B|OIL] ¢ | | | Other

01-Gable 02-Gable w/Parapet 03-Clipped Gable 04-Gable on Hip 06-Hip
07-Pyramid 08-Gambrel 12-Flat 13-Flat w/Parapet  99-Other

Roof Features (ifpresent: A |OfO] B | | | Other:

071-Dormer(s)  02-Steeple 03-Cupola 04-Cresting 05-Clock Tower  07-Tower/Turret

08-Belfry 99-Other
Roof Materials: A D Q.l B | | | Other:
01-Wood 02-Composition Shingle 03-Metal 05-Tile  06-Tar Built-up ~ 99-Other

Chimney Placement: AlDO Bl | ¢ | | D[ | Other:

1-Exterior End  2-Interior End  3-Other Exterior 4-Interior Central ~ 5-Other Interior 9-Other

Chimney Material: AQ B c| | D || Other:

1-Brick 4-Cut Stone 5-Field Stone 6-Metal 7 -Other

Foundation Type: A \_L[ Other:

1-Continuous 2-Piers 9-Other



39. Foundation Material: A ]&[ Other:
1-Wood Block  2-Stone 3-Brick 4-Cast Concrete 5-Concrete Block 9-Other

40. Porch Type(s): AlO|T] B | | ¢| | |other

01-Full, Front  02-Three-quarter, Front ~ 03-One-Bay, Central Front ~ 05-Wrap-around
06-Awning 07-One-Half, Front  08-Recessed, Front 09-Side 10-Full, Rear 98-Other

41. Porch Height (Stories): A ||| B| | €| | Other
1-One 2-One & One-Half 3-Two 4-Two & One-Half 9-Other

42. Porch Roof Type(s): A @] B| | c| | Other
1-Gable  2-Hip 3-Flat 4-Shed 5-Clipped Gable 9-Other

43. Porch Detail(s): A |I | | B 04 c| | |other ﬂo'l' oviq er
01-Chamfered Posts  02-Tumed Posts  03-Columns 04-Balustrad® 05-Wood Omament
06-Lattice 08-Columns on Piers 11-Posts 13-Screened-in 99-Other

aa. WindowTypetsy: A )] Bl ¢ | Other:
1-Double-hung 2-Triple-hung 3-Casement 4-Stationary 9-Other

45, Light/Pane Afrangement: A[Oll] / [Ql] BQ\L@ / m_u el 1 .14 i ]

46. Condition:
1-Excellent 2-Good 3-Fair 4-Detenorated 5-Ruin

47. Architectural Comments: S[Mbl'e @\38@’\ AMQ, S'JTUC-I'UI‘Q Wﬂw\ a{ﬁlué‘hf&l
foont Font pocch l;pﬁueef\ -ﬁon‘l'é‘nd ride (g 1€ rebvi Foradded

HISTORIC DATA:

48. Architect:: Wmikinelnl | 1Lttt bbbty
49. Builder: 10In| t—‘F\IOWW\I N I O O O
50. Construction Date: |G| C-circa D-date || |4/ 30| other:

51. Historic Context: )QQOS EES‘deM‘Q_ AII’JICI/I rev¥ngm S
qJ3 _(‘mib wéiw reCidence

52. Please rate the level of significance of this property compared to others within survey area: |_Q_-!

1-Very Significant 2-Moderately Significant 3-Significant Within a Group Context
4-Marginal 5-Non-Significant

53. Are any significant archeological features located on the property? M NONE KNOWH

54. Ethnic Heritage: A LQ_’_JI' B | | | Other
01-Asian  02-African American  03-European  04-Hispanic ~ 05-Native American  09-Other

- BELOW FOR AHPP USE ONLY

55. NR Eligibility:
1-Eligible 2-Ineligible  3-Listed 4-Delisted  5-Arkansas Register  6-Eligible in a District

56. Destroyed: (Y orN) L] Date: |
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