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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND LITTLE ROCK, ARK., REV. CODE § 4-71
(b) (1988) TO EXTEND THE HOURS OF ON-PREMISE SUNDAY SALES
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FROM 10:00 AM TO 12:00 MIDNIGHT;
TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY; AND, FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Little Rock, Ark., Ordinance No. 15,527 (August 2, 1988), and Little Rock,
Ark., Ordinance No. 15,588 (November 15, 1988), an election was held which approved the on-premises
sale of alcoholic beverages within the City at hotels, motels and restaurants, and as a result Little Rock,
Ark., Rev. Code §4-71(b) (1988) was codified; and,

WHEREAS, since this election thirty-six (36) years ago, the General Assembly has acted further on
the question of Sunday on-premises alcohol sales which would permit the City of Little Rock, Arkansas
(“the City”), by ordinance, to amend the hours to be from 10:00 AM to 12:00 midnight in such locations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CITY
OF LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS:

Section 1. Little Rock, Ark., Rev. Code §4-71 (b) (1988) is hereby amended to read as follows:

(b) Provided; however, that hotels and restaurants that possess a permit for on-premises
consumption of alcoholic beverages, and that obtain a State License to do so, may sell
alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumption on Sundays between the hours of
10:00 AM and 12:00 midnight. The privilege of selling alcoholic beverages for on-
premises consumption on Sunday within the corporate limits of the City shall be
governed by rules and regulations set forth in relevant Arkansas State Statutes, as may
be amended, or as promulgated by the Arkansas Alcoholic Beverage Control Board, or
its successor.

Section 2. Severability. In the event any title, section, paragraph, item, sentence, clause, phrase, or
word of this ordinance is declared or adjudged to be invalid or unconstitutional, such declaration or adjudi-
cation shall not affect the remaining portions of the ordinance, which shall remain in full force and effect
as if the portion so declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional were not originally a part of the ordi-

nance.

Section 3. Repealer. All ordinances, resolutions, bylaws, and other matters inconsistent with this ordi-
nance, including but not limited to Little Rock, Ark., Ordinance No. 15,527 (August 2, 1988) and Little
Rock, Ark., Ordinance No. 15,588 (November 15, 1988) are hereby repealed to the extent of such
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inconsistency.

Section 4. Emergency. The ability City to compete for tourism with Arkansas cities, and cities in
surrounding States, which permit the sale of on-premises alcoholic beverages on more extensive alcohol
sales on Sundays, and the ability to attract such activities adds tremendously to the Local Sales and
Compensating Use Taxes used to fund numerous public safety expenses, makes the extension of these hours
within the City crucial to the public health, safety, and welfare; an emergency is, therefore, declared to exist
and this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after the date of its passage.

PASSED: August 6, 2024
ATTEST: APPROVED:

Susan Langley, City Clerk Frank Scott, Jr., Mayor
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM:

Thomas M. Carpenter, City Attorney
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