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logos, also acted as rolling advertisements for the house, and they could also serve the purpose of
returning to the factory with raw materials. Reedy eventually negotiated with a Chicago-based
leasing company to provide 400 trucks and 800 trailers built by Freuhauf Trailer Company to
Reedy’s specifications.*?

The price that a purchaser paid for the Lustron depended on the company’s price structure, a
complex formula that was based on geographic zones. However, this allowed for the covering of
transportation costs to get the house to the site. Obviously those zones closest to the factory in
Columbus were the cheapest while the homes sent to southwest Texas, the westernmost point
covered by Lustron in the continental U.S., were the most expensive. Base prices ranged from a
low of $4,110 for the basic two-bedroom Newport Model 023 delivered in Zone 1 to $7,737 for
the top of the line three-bedroom Westchester Deluxe delivered in Zone 48 in Texas. Of course,
local conditions and costs for the foundation, erection fees, and plumbing and electrical costs,
plus the lot, could raise the price significantly more.**

Arkansas was covered by Lustron’s Zones 17-27, which meant that prices varied from $4,590 for
a Newport Model 023 up to $7,212 for a three-bedroom Westchester Deluxe, a significant
amount of money during the 1940s. As Knerr writes in his book, “Since the average annual
income of veterans in 1946 was approximately $2,500, the ‘magic number’ for the industry was
$5,000. “What this country really needs is a good $5,000 house,” Strandlund asserted, wryly
echoing former U.S. Vice President Thomas Marshall’s famous quote about the country needing
a good five-cent cigar.”®

Once the Lustron house was finally shipped to the site, the troubles associated with constructing
the house may not have ended, depending on the local building codes. In Chicago, for example,
codes required plastered walls and ceilings for houses, which disqualified the Lustron.
Connecticut codes required basements while the copper plumbing used in the Lustron was
banned by many building codes, including * se of Atlar ©  Even Lustron’s home town of
Columbus required brick or stone chimneys, which caused problems initially. However, even if
things were fine with the local building codes, some local FHA requirements caused troubles,
since they varied from state to state. In Indiana, for example, the FHA required an overhead
light in the bathroom, while it was not a requirement in Ohio. In Tennessee, the FHA required a
door between the kitchen and the dining room, which the Lustron’s open plan did not have.*

* Knerr, Douglas. Suburban Steel: The Magnificent Failure of the Lustron Corporation, 1945-1951. Columbus,
OH: The Ohio State University Press, 2004, pp. 115-116.

** Fetters, Thomas T. and Vincent Kohler, contributing author. The Lustron Home: The History of a Postwar
Prefabricated Housing Experiment. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2002, pp. 74-75.
Although Texas was the furthest west of the official Lustron zones, at least three Lustron homes were constructed on
Fairway Drive in Los Alamos, New Mexico. However, it is possible that these were erected by the U.S.
Government as part of the Manhattan Project.

* Knerr, Douglas. Suburban Steel: The Magnificent Failure of the Lustron Corporation, 1945-1951. Columbus,
OH: The Ohio State University Press, 2004, p. 94, and Fetters, Thomas T. and Vincent Kohler, contributing author.
The Lustron Home: The History of a Postwar Prefabricated Housing Experiment. Jefferson, NC: McFarland &
Company, Inc., Publishers, 2002, pp. 151-152.

* Fetters, Thomas T. and Vincent Kobhler, contributing author. The Lustron Home: The History of a Postwar
Prefabricated Housing Experiment. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2002, pp. 76-77.
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The bitter end of Lustron is well summarized in the book The Lustron Home: The History of a
Postwar Prefabricated Housing Experiment, which states:

What had begun as an RFC coup d’état to wrest control of
Lustron from Strandlund, obtain the plant at farmsale prices, and
make a substantial profit, was thwarted by the RFC’s own
meddling and ended in a rout. The Lustron Corporation withered
away, the physical plant was seized by the U.S. Navy, and the
equipment ruined by removing it quickly from the Columbus
facility. ...

Finally, the Lustron Corporation gave up its last gasp on
February 16, 1960, when the Trustees of the Estate of Lustron
Corporation — Klein, Murphy and McCahey — petitioned to destroy
all books, records, and papers which were stored in Columbus,
Ohio, and Chicago, Illinois. Not much later, they filed the final
report and account and closed forever file 50 B 447.%

After the closing and dissolution of Lustron, in 1953 Strandlund became president of Jerry
O’Mahony, Inc., a company that manufactured diners. Once he retired, he moved to Florida,
although he eventually moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he died on December 24, 1974.
As his wife Clara later told the Minneapolis Tribune, “It was his dream that every Joe could have
a house...a lot of people have this misconception that he milked the government out of all this
money, but no one could start a business of this kind and have them call in a loan in two years.
He actually died of a broken heart.”®!

By the end of 1949, according to Lustron records, twelve Lustron houses had been shipped to
Arkansas. It is known that at least three of the houses, including the Matthews House, were
shipped to Little Rock, with at least one each going to North Little Rock and West Helena. It is
unknown where the other seven homes were shipped. Of the states where homes had been
shipped by the end of 1949, the most went to Illinois (307 homes) while the fewest went to South
Carolina (2 homes), and a total of 1,970 homes had been shipped from the Columbus factory.
Interestingly, five homes were also exported — two to Alaska and two to Venezuela, along with
one to an unknown destination.*

The Matthews House was built ¢.1949 for Mary H. Matthews, an X-ray technician at the
University of Arkansas School of Medicine (now UAMS). (Although Matthews’ first name was

®® Fetters, Thomas T. and Vincent Kohler, contributing author. The Lustron Home: The History of a Postwar
Prefabricated Housing Experiment. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2002, pp. 107 and
109.

®! Knerr, Douglas. Suburban Steel: The Magnificent Failure of the Lustron Corporation, 1945-1951. Columbus,
OH: The Ohio State University Press, 2004, p. 181.

62 Fetters, Thomas T. and Vincent Kohler, contributing author. The Lustron Home: The History of a Postwar
Prefabricated Housing Experiment. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 2002, pp. 92 and 141.
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and convenient floor plan. Ninety-eight percent liked the overall
design and the appearance of the porcelain-enameled surfaces, and
95 percent said that they would purchase another Lustron house or
a comparably featured steel house. When asked what changes they
would suggest, 11 percent desired a larger kitchen, and 11 percent
wanted access to the bathroom and bedrooms without going
through the living room. Only 7.5 percent cited ‘expandability’ as
an issue that would influence the purchase of another steel
prefabricated house.”’®

Clearly, the public liked the Lustron and would have continued to buy and live in them if the
company had continued. As Knerr writes in his book, Suburban Steel: The Magnificent Failure
of the Lustron Corporation, 1945-1951, “Lustron was indeed revolutionary, particularly with
respect to the scale and scope of its operations and the level of federal support that it initially
received. It may, however, have been too radical. Not from a product perspective, for the
market acceptance of the Lustron house demonstrated that the public would buy a porcelain-
enameled steel dwelling, but from a process perspective.”’’

The influence of the Lustron house did not stop, however, with the closing of the company, but
continues up to the present day. For example, the housing industry continues to use
prefabricated technologies in the construction of houses today. As Knerr points out:

Industrialization is now a reality in residential construction
across a wide range of housing forms. Perhaps the most familiar is
the mobile home, also called the manufactured house, since it is
rarely mobile in its present use. Despite a legacy of criticism and
condescension, manufactured housing plays an important role in
the housing market as the “predominant unsubsidized type of
affordable housing in the United States.” The manufactured
housing industry is especially important in providing decent
housing in less populated areas, but its impact is felt nationwide
across a surprising demographic range. Over 12.5 million people
live in manufactured houses, and the industry is growing at nearly
twice the rate as the conventional homebuilding industry.”

Interestingly, the Lustron house is also significant in how it has influenced construction,
especially with the rise of environmentalism. The use of prefabricated components and systems
have greatly helped in reducing waste at the building site. In addition, the rising cost of lumber,
coupled with its decreasing quality, has led the building industry to look more closely and

7 Knerr, Douglas. Suburban Steel: The Magnificent Failure of the Lustron Corporation, 1945-1951. Columbus,
OH: The Ohio State University Press, 2004, p. 185.

"' Knerr, Douglas. Suburban Steel: The Magnificent Failure of the Lustron Corporation, 1945-1951. Columbus,
OH: The Ohio State University Press, 2004, p. 191.

78 Knerr, Douglas. Suburban Steel: The Magnificent Failure of the Lustron Corporation, 1945-1951. Columbus,
OH: The Ohio State University Press, 2004, p. 192.
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Datum (indicated on USGS map):

NAD 1927 or X | NAD 1983

1. Zone: 15 Easting: 561285 Northing: 3844816
2. Zone: Easting: Northing:
3. Zone: Easting: Northing:
4. Zone: Easting : Northing:

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Cunninghams W46 67" of 1 2 & 3 10.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundary includes all of the land historically associated with the property.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title: _Ralph S. Wilcox, National Register & Survey Coordinator
organization: _Arkansas Historic Preservation Program

street & number: 323 Center Street, Suite 1500

city or town: Little Rock state: _AR zip code:_72201
e-mail: ralph@arkansasheritage.org

telephone: (501) 324-9787

date: January 14, 2014
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3 of _16_. South fagade, looking northeast.
4 of 16 . South fagade, looking north.
50f 16 . East fagade, looking northwest.
6 of 16 . East fagade, looking southwest.

7of _16 . View of the dining room, built-in china cabinet, and view into the kitchen,
looking northeast.

8 of _16_. View of one of the upper cabinets in the kitchen, looking east.
9of 16 . View of the linen closet outside of the bathroom, looking northeast.
10 of _16_. View of the bathroom, looking east.

1Tof _16 . View of the second bedroom showing the original window opening, looking
southeast.

12 of _16 . View of the second bedroom showing the picture window, looking east.

13 0of _16_. View of the closet doors in the master bedroom, looking east.

14 of 16 . View of the built-in vanity in the master bedroom, looking north.

150f 16 . View of the original south wall of the house inside the addition, looking north.

16 of 16 . View of the living room and built-in bookcase, looking southwest.
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior,
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.

Sections 9-end page 36



